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which is at the root of much of the sorrow and the bitterness in a single woman’s 
heart. “ If I had only been differently situated.” It takes us often a lifetime 
to learn that our duty lies precisely “ in that state of life to which God has 
called us,” not in that state to which we “uncalled” aspire. I am here re- 
minded of a very quaint but very sensible remark of a worthy Scotch divine, 
when remonstrating, I think, with his wife, who, having a numerous band of 
unmarried daughters “to settle in life,” was desirous of removing from the 
scantily populated scene of the ” meenister’s ” labours, to a more civilised and 
frequented district. He heard her request, and the argument enforcing it, to 
the end ; but met them with an unanswerable—" Ah woman, woman, dinna 
fash about the lasses, if they’re to hae husibands, they’ll hae them, ye need 
na gang awa, to Glasgae or to Pairth to find ’em ; we maun just bide here in the 
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wilderness, and the Laird oan send ’em, and he wnll, aye, and if he mint 'em/” 

My reflections and reminiscences, matrimonial and otherwise, were here in- 
terrupted by the entranoe of my next neighbour but one, Miss Popping, 
brimful of news and business, as usual. The news came first, and certainly was 
rather startling — “ Maude Langton is going to be married, have you heard it ? ” 

“ Indeed no; but 1 am truly glad to hear it now, provided always that her 
choice is a sensible one — she is very young.” No other, in fact, than the 
young lady who had considered misery and spinsterhood as synonymous. 

“ Well, he is much older than she is, which perhaps is as well. They were 
only engaged yesterday, and are to be married next month.” 

“ * Happy's the wooing not long adoing,* they say/* I rejoined ; " but who is 
the gentleman ? ” 

“A special favorite of yours, Mr. Drawler, the methodist minister.” 

“ Oh, Miss Popping, you cannot possibly mean that. It’s— -why, my dear, to 
say the least of it, it's absurd!” 

“ A fact, I assure you. He will be here to-morrow, I dare say, and tell you all 
about it, knowing your weakness, my dear, when true love is in the case. So now 
that I have sufficiently electrified you, we will proceed to business, and I will 
tell you what district work I want you to be good enough to look after when I 
am away next week.” And then, that energetio Miss Popping branched off into 
local matters, of more interest to myself than to the reader, but she left me 
with my hands so full of employment that there has been no time for solilo- 
quising for many weeks, and I have even paid the bridal visit to the Drawlers 
since I last laid down my pen and packed away my manuscript. 

You see, where I live, in the little village of Laughton, there are plenty of 
poor people and plenty of helpless ones, young and old, and Miss Poppinsand 
I, being the only able-bodied spinsters of “a oertain age” and experience, we 
really do find a great deal to occupy our spare time, as it is called. We have 
an industrial school. “ supported by voluntary contributions,” and voluntary 
teaching too, as well as a National school to visit and look after. Then we 
have working parties to conduct and set going amongst the young folks, a work- 
house at no great distance, and a reformatory also, by way of variety, both of 
which we look in upon occasionally. Now these are not things to take up for 
a little while and then drop; they are always going on, and our interest in them 
must always be kept up. We have two excellent clergymen, besides the 
methodist minister, but the parish is a dreadfully scattered one, and by no 
means wealthy, so that lay agency is needed as well as clerical to keep tmngB 
tolerably straight. Miss Popping is great at teaching the little ones; my 
special forte is reading to the old and to the blind, but we work together as 
much as possible, and so do a great deal more than if we worked in opposition, 
or followed out our own special crotchets. Our clergymen's wives would do a 
great deal if they could, but one has an ever- increasing family to look after, ’ 
and the other is a helpless invalid whose working days are long sinoe past. 

There is not much gaiety to distract us at Laughton, but we have social j 
meetings for music and real enjoyment occasionally, and there is a town at no | 
great distance boasting the attraction of concerts in the winter, and flower- , 
shows in the summer. We do not quarrel amongst ourselves to any alarming 1 
extent, and most of the well-to-do afford themselves a few weeks change of air 
and scene “ to brush the cobwebs off their minds,” at one time or another in the 
year. I always leave when Miss Lee's school breaks up for the summer 
vacation, and generally take with me one of her teachers needing more change 
than she can afford to give herself ; but I believe Miss Lee is determined to say 
me nay tnis summer, as her last two assistants returned to her M engaged,” 
after being for two months under my care. So you see I do not resemble 
Queen Elizabeth even in her weaknesses. 

44 Ah, but there has been no mention of home ties, and although you may 
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have plenty to do, the solitary evening hours by one's own fireside, must be 
very trying. There should always be some one to battle for the poker, and 
maintain that you never know how to stir a fire properly/’ 

That was the remark made by an impertinent critic, glancing at these pages, 
and the next moment in bounced a curly haired Turk, aged ten, who is just 
now the torment and delight of his spinster aunt and godmother. More for- 
tunate than many single women, I am rarely without a child in the house, 
whose mission is to drive Dorothy and myself almost crazy by unlooked-for 
vagaries ; when he is not in the kitchen plaguing her, he is damaging my 
property and inconveniencing me in a thousand ways; my MSS. are never 
safe when he is near, and writing is per force suspended. As to the “ poker,” 
he pokes till there is neither heart nor heat in the fire, and then makes “ a 
good blase,” if not with my ** author's copy,” at any rate with the “ favorable 
notioes ” in the “Guardian ” and the ** Observer” My knitting pins emerged 
from Dorothy's saucepan the other day, and now— why now the “ young mas- 
ter ” has succeeded in smashing six bottles of “ very superior ginger ” wine, on 
the manufacture of which 1 especially pride myself. I must leave off scribbling 
and look to the fragments. Should any lady reader out of Laughton doubt the 
excellence of my vintage, I can only say, come next summer and taste a glass, 
and if a spinster, you will be doubly welcome to the author of these rambling 
“ soliloquies.” Y. S. N. 

Newspaper Literature. — A s to the style of polemics to be admitted, I 
agree with you that no violence should be allowed. But you wish a news- 
paper writer to be a u perfect gentleman ; ” and if I am not mistaken, this is 
an error on your part which may cause you endless trouble and anxiety. 
There is nothing more relative, nor to which universal propositions are less 
applicable, than style ; pray consider this. The same man speaks differently 
in a drawing-room, in a book, in parliament, to a friend, or to a thousand 
listeners ; to an assembly of students, or to a crowd. His feelings and opinions 
remain intrinsically the same, but the way in which he brings them forward, 
the degree of animation, his choice and turn of expression, are different. To 
one audience he tells the whole, to the other he leaves half to be inferred. A 
newspaper is a speech made from the window to the chance passers by in the 
street, amongst whom are to be found men of every degree of cultivation. To 
make your opinions reach their minds and affect them as you wish, some 
warmth is necessary ; arguments must be obvious ; important truths must be 
mixed up with common places ; and the picture must be highly coloured, in 
order that it may be. seen from a distance. How can this be helped? It is 
the appropriate style. These articles will certainly not be found among the 
works that posterity will read; they are intended to produce, by constant 
repetition, a temporary effect. I fear that your ideal of what the style of a 
newspaper should be is above all possibility of attainment. At least, I know 
of no example in any party, or country, or age. I also think that you greatly 
exaggerate the responsibilities of the undertaking. Public men, especially if 
absent, are responsible only as to the general tone of a paper ; never for each 

separate article I own that we do not do all that we want to do ; but 

political affairs must be treated in a political spirit, and not with the scrupulous 
refinement of private life. What combined movement ever fulfils the exact 
object of the individuals engaged in it, each of whom does a little more, a 
little less, and a little differently than if he stood alone ? It is a necessary 
condition of all associations. If you are resolved not to submit to it, you un- 
doubtedly retain your individuality intact ; but you can do none of the good 
you wish to others, and your object in fact becomes selfish? — Alexis de 
Tocquevitte to Jno. Stuart Mitt. 
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THE SONG OP THE CAMP. 


BY BAYARD TAYLOR. 


“ Give us a song ! ” the soldiers cried. 

The outer trenches guarding, 

When the heated guns of the camps allied, 
Grew weary of bombarding. 

The dark Redan in silent scoff, 

Lay grim and threatening under ; 

And the tawny mound of the Malakoff, 

No longer belch'd its thunder. 

There was a pause. A guardsman said : 

“ We storm the forts to-mcfrrow ; 

Si ng while we may — another day 
Will bring enough of sorrow.” 

They lay along the batteiy*B side, 

Below the smoking cannon ; 

Brave hearts from Severn, and from Clyde, 
And from the banks of Shannon. 

They sang of love, and not of fame, 
Forgot was Britain's glory ; 

Each heart recalled a different name, 

But all sang u Annie Laurie.'* 

Voice after voice caught up that song, 
Until its tender passion, 

Rose like an anthem rich and strong, 

Their battle-eve confession. 

Dear girl, her name he dared not speak, 
But as the song grew louder, 

Something upon the soldier’s cheek 
Washed off the stains of powder. 

Beyond the darkening ocean burned 
The bloody sunset’s embers ; 

While the Crimean valleys learned 
How English love remembers. 

And once again a fire of hell 
Rained on the Russian quarters, 

With scream of shot, and burst of shell, 
And bellowing of the mortars ! 

And Irish Norah’s eyes are dim, 

For a singer dumb and gory ; 

And English Mary mourns for him, 

Who sang of “ Annie Laurie.” 

Sleep, soldiers ! still in honoured rest, 
Your truth and valour wearing! 

The bravest are the ten derest, 

The loving are the daring. 
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You doubtless know the Hermit-crab, by naturalists named Pagurus ? Unlike 
other crabs, who are content to live in their own solid shells, Pagurus lives in 
the empty shell of some mol use. He looks fiercely upon the world from out 
of this apparently inconvenient tub, the Diogenes of Crustacea, and wears an 
expression of conscious yet defiant theft, as if he knew the rightful owner of 
the shell, or his relatives, were coming every moment to recover it, and he, for 
his part, very much wished they might get it. All the fore part of Pagurus, 
including his claws, is defended by the solid armour cf crabs; but his hind 
parts are soft, covered only by a delicate membrane, in which the anatomist, 
however, detects shell-plates in a rudimentary condition. Now a gentleman so 
extremely pugnacious, troubled with so tender a back and continuation, would 
fare ill in this combative world, had he not some means of redressing the 
wrong done him at birth ; accordingly he selects an empty Bhell of convenient 
size, into which he pops his tender tail, fastening on by the hooks on each side 
of his tail, and having thus secured his rear, he scuttles over the sea-bed a 
grotesque but philosophic marauder. You ask how it is that this tendency to 
inhabit the shells of moluscs became organised in the hermit-crab ? Either we 
must suppose that the crab was originally so created — designed with the ex- 
press view of inhabiting shells, to which end his structure was arranged ; or 
— and this I think the more reasonable supposition — that the hermit-crab 
originally was furnished with shell-plates for the hinder part of his body, but 
that these have now become rudimentary in consequence of the animal’s 
practice of inhabiting other shells— a practice originally resorted to, perhaps, 
as a refuge from more powerful enemies, and now become an organised ten- 
dency in the speoies. 

Be this as it may, the hermit-crab will not live long out of an appropriated 
shell ; and very ludicrous was the scene I witnessed between two taken from 
their shells. Selecting them nearly equal in size, 1 dropped them, “ naked as 
their mother bare them,” into a glass vase of sea- water. They did not seem 
comfortable, and carefully avoided each other. I then placed one of the empty 
shells (first breaking off its spiral point) between them, and at once the contest 
commenced. One made direct for the shell, poked into it an enquiring claw, 
and having satisfied his cautious mind that all was safe, slipped in his toil with 
ludicrous agility, and, fastening on by his hooks, scuttled away rejoicing. He 
was not left long in undisturbed possession. His rival approached with strictly 
dishonourable intentions; and they both walked round and round the vase, 
eyeing each other with settled malignity — like Charles Kean and Wigan in the 
famous duel of the Corsican J Brother*. No words of mine can describe our 
shouts of laughter at this ludicrous combat — one combatant uneasy about his 
unprotected rear, the other sublimely awkward in his borrowed armour. For 
the sake of distinctness, I will take a liberty with two actors' names, aud con- 
tinue to designate our two crabs as Charles Kean and Alfred Wigan. C. K., 
although the blacker, larger, and stronger of the two, was at the disadvantage 
of being out of his shell, and was slow in coming to close quarters ; at last, 
after many hesitations, approaches, and retreats, he made a rush behind, 
seized the shell in his powerful grasp, while with his huge claw he haled Wigan 
out, flung him discomfited aside, and popped his tail into the shell. Wigan 
looked piteous for a few moments, but soon, his “ soul in arms and eager for 
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the shell/’ he rushed upon his foe; and then came the tug nf crabs ! C. K. 
had too firm a hold ; he could not be dislodged. I poked his tender tail, which 
was exposed through the broken shell, and he vacated, leaving Wigan once 
more in possession. But not for long. Once more Wigan was clutched, haled 
out, and flung away. I then placed a smaller shell, but perfect, in the vase. 
Kean at once quitted his dilapidated roo£ and ensconoed himself in this more 
modest cottage, leaving Wigan to make himself comfortable in the ruin; 
which he did. 

The fun was not over yet. I placed a third hermit-crab in the vase. He 
was much smaller than the other two, but his shell was larger than the one in 
which Kean was settled, as that unscrupulous crab quickly perceived, for he 
set about bullying the stranger, who, however, had a shell large enough to 
admit his whole body, and into it he withdrew. It was droll to see Kean 
clutching the shell, vainly waiting for the stranger to protrude enough of his 
body to permit of a good grasp and a tug; but the Btranger knew better. He 
must have been worn out at last, however, for although I did not witness the 
feat, an hour afterwards, when 1 looked at them, I saw Kean comfortable in 
the stranger’s house. I changed them again ; but again the usurpation was 
successful. On the third day I And recorded in my journal : “ The crabs have 
been fighting, and .changing their abodes continually. C. K. is the terror of 
the other two, and Wigan is so subdued by constant defeats that he is thrown 
into a fluster if even an empty shell is placed near him ; and although without 
a shell himself, which muBt make him very cold and comfortless in the ter- 
minal regions, he is afraid to enter an empty one. The terrors of the last two 
days have been too much for his nerves : one must almost question his perfect 
sanity ; he is not only beside his shell, but beside himself. The approach of 
C. K. throws him into a trepidation, which expresses itself in the most gro- 
tesque efforts at escape.” 

I tried a new experiment. Throwing a good-sized whelk into the vase, I 
waited to see Kean devour the whelk in order to appropriate his shell ; for the 
house he last stole, though better than the previous houses, by no means 
suited him. Mr. Bell, in his History of British Crustacea, conjectures that the 
hermit-crab often eats the molusc in whose shell he is found — a conjecture 
adopted by subsequent writers, although Mr. Bell owns that he never witnessed 
the fact. My observation flatly contradicted the conjecture. Kean clutched 
the shell at onoe, and poked in his interrogatory daw, which, touching the 
operculum of the whelk, made that animal withdraw and leave an empty space, 
into which Kean popped his tail. In a few minutes the whelk, tired of his 
confinement in his own house, and all alarm being over, began to protrude 
himself, and in doing so, gently pushed C. K. before him. In vain did the in- 
truder, feeling himself slipping, ding fiercdy to the shell; with slow but 
irresistible pressure the molusc ejected him. This was repeated several times, 
till at length C. K. gave up in despair, and contented himself with his former 
shell. Thus, instead of eating the whelk (which, I may remark in passing, the 
crab never does, even in captivity, where food is scanty), he had not even the 
means of getting him out of his shell, and the conjecture of our admirable 
naturalist must be erased from all hand-books . — Levied s Seaside Studies. 


Truk Philanthropy. — To love the world, it is not necessary to think that 
there is no evil in the world. On the contrary, it is the strong sense of the 
evil existing in the world that, by exdting the desire to remove it, has led to 
all the noblest enterprises of history . — Professor Goldwin Smith. 
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How is it in that class in which every wife is the household cook, or, at least, 
the directress of the kitchen P How do the affairs of the table prosper in that 
substantial class which includes our farmers, country shopkeepers, and superior 
artizans ? We are sorry to sav — but physicians and tradesmen will testify to 
the feet — that the mortality of the country is increased by the habit of over- 
eating, which exists in thousands of households of this order. Hot in all ; 
and great honour is due to those who adopt a sensible diet, because it is apt to 
be stigmatised as meanness ; but, as a general fact, the habit of over-eating 
destroys health and life to a grievous amount in that order of citizens, in which 
a gross table is regarded as a liberal and kindly mode of living. As to the 
true old-English farm-house, there is no better picture of its habits as to meals 
and hospitality, than one given by Mr. Howitt, in (if we remember right) his 
** Bund Life in England/’ The quantity on the table atone time, tne per- 
petual arrivals of more, the constant succession of meals all day, and the 
urgent persuasions of the guests to eat, and reproaches for not eating enough, 
are just like the experience of towns-people, who, sometime in their lives, were 
suddenly introduced into rural society. The ordinary mode of life on a York- 
shire grazing ferm is abundantly surprising to persons who have doubted 
about taking luncheon while eating three meals a-day. Mistress and maid 
are stirring early to make the porridge for the household, breakfast being at 
seven ; the vast bowls of porridge and quarts of milk being despatched, there 
is bare time for the chamber-wont, before lunch has to be sent out to the fields 
— huge baskets of bread, oatcake, and cheese, with bottles of beer. This is 
from half-past nine to ten. At twelve, dinner smokes on the long board — 
great pieces of pork, bee£ or mutton, or all three ; or vast pies and puddings, 
and cheese, and rice-milk, and ale, and the board is pretty well cleared in half- 
an-hour. At three, the baskets go again into the field with the afternoon 
lunch — bread, cheese, and beer, as before. At five, all assemble for tea, which 
is porridge and milk, as at breakfast At eight, there is supper — cold meat, 
hot potatoes, oatcake, and cheese. By that time, the women have done 
cooking for the day, and, the board being cleared, they sit down to mend 
stockings ; the farmer reads the newspaper at bis own round table, with his 
own candle ; and the men nudge each other to keep awake, or nod forwards, 
or join to prick, or pinch, or punch, any particularly sleepy sinner, till nine 
o’clock strikes, and they wlink off to bed. However strong the exercise taken 
by such a household, it is still subject to fever, liver oomplaints, diarrhoea, and 
rheumatism, besides that torpidity of brain which is in itself a preparation for 
disease. The strongest and most active brains resist disease the best, and the 
longest. Not the overwrought brains, be it observed, but the most generally 
exercised, which keep up the highest vitality over the widest range of human 
powers. One does not look for this kind of brain among rustics who eat five 
or six meals a-day, and know and care nothing about the world outside the 
farm fenoes. 

But the small shopkeepers in townB are a very different class, from whom a 
higher intelligence might be expected ; yet they are apt to eat twice as much 
as is good for them. Observe the master or mistress of the household at 
market. What a quantify of prime fish is bought! what ducks, geese, and 
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turkeys, besides joints, and odds-and-ends of dainties! What peas, and as- 
paragus, and seakale ! What vast cheeses, and cream cheeses, and curds, and 
gallons of fruit, and mounds of butter ! But to come to particulars, here is 
an illustration. 

A friend of mine — a surgeon’s wife — was informed one day, about noon, 
that a patient desired to see her in the waiting-room. She answered this odd 
request by going there, when she found two persons in great alarm, and dis- 
tressed that the surgeon was not expected home for two hours. The wife of a 
small shopkeeper was ill, and a friend had come with her, in hope of obtaining 
immediate relief. They could not explain what was the matter, but would be 
glad of any advice. The poor woman said she felt so miserable she did not 
know what to do, and her throat was quite unlike in shape to its usual state ; 
and she could scarcely breathe, and had such an oppression, etc. The lady 
said immediately that it was a case of violent indigestion. She said that it 
was not her practice to prescribe for her husband’s patients, but she could re- 
commend a simple medicine for relieving the immediate oppression, which 
would pass the time till medical advice could be had. What she heard of the 
eating of that day and the preceding, astonished her ; but in the evening her 
husband said she had not told him nearly all that had gone down the woman’s 
throat, which was,«s nearly as I can remember, this — perhaps more, certainly 
not less. 

There was a large fine salmon in the case — a present. A friend came to pass 
the day, and the salmon was cooked for dinner, superseding a bullock’s heart 
stuffed with onions. There was a pie, and their were puddings and other things 
at dinner ; but the great salmon was the main feature. At tea, at five, there 
were hot buttered cakes, and buttered toast, and the heart stuffed with onions, 
and sweet cake of course ; and at eight, there was supper, vis., fried soles and 
potatoes, an apple pie and custard, cheese and porter. At breakfast, next 
morning, the salmon was proceeded with; and the patient had partaken 
plentifully of it, and had also fortified herself with lunch before going to the 
doctor. If, as we are assured, this is only a fair specimen of the diet of 
thousands of families in England, it is no wonder that we suffer under that 
dreary collection of diseases that Adam saw going into hospital, by dismal 
anticipation, as related in Paradise Lost. If we set against these the conse- 
quences of under feeding, we may see how far we are from wisdom. On the 
subject of deficient food we will not enter. Nobody needs convincing of the 
horrors of it. The practical question is, whether any means can be found of 
saving the lives of voung people, who have been brought up to overload their 
stomachs, (under the idea of fostering their strength and living generously), 
that there may be the more food left in the market for those who now have 
not enough. There are a few places within the United Kingdom, where 
instruction is given in regard to the constitution and management of the 
human frame. If there were schools enough to teach the girls of the middle 
classes the leading truths about diet, in relation to health, the next generation 
would be happier than the last. The well-to-do would have better health — 
quiet nights, easy and cheerful days, freedom from nightmare and indigestion, 
a longer life and a merrier one than now ; and the poor people below them 
would have a better chance of keeping body and soul together, and being in 
an amiable mood towards God and man. Can one not imagine the surplus 
left over by a wise generation of farmers and shopkeepers, spread out in the 
wilderness for the poor ? For it should be remembered, that mod of all kinds, 
is one of the commodities, which is, at each particular time, limited in quantity $ 
so that to waste it, is to deprive somebody. If this were fairly understood by 
those who eat meat three times a day, more persons would have it once. 
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One practical point, which would assist the due feeding of the under-fed, 
need not wait for a general advance in education. To enable the poorer 
classes to turn food to the best account, is much the same thing as putting 
more within their reach ; and this could easily be done. It actually is done 
in a few places where cooking is taught on system in industrial schools ; and 
there is no apparent reason why there should not be schools of cookery for 
poor children, as well as for young ladies, in London, and for soldiers in the 
camp. Why should we not all learn to cook P We have cookery-books for 
the great, and also for the million, but cookerv books are of little value till 
there is some aptitude at the practice. Let half-a-dozen popular teachers like 
Soyer, (but who is like him?) travel through the country, each with a portable 
kitchen, and shew all the women and girls in town and country, the best way 
to make and cook th* common preparations of food j and the benefit will be 
equal to a rise of wages to the labouring man at once. The ihere secret of the 
stew — now rarely or never seen on the cottage table — would be as good as 
another shilling a-week in health and strength. It is difficult to stop here, 
on the verge of a great and enticing subject ; but I can say only one thing 
more now — that there are literally thousands of mourning parents in England 
at this moment, whose manly young sons and once promising daughters are 
in their graves, because their fathers made mistakes in p?fOfiding the family 
food, and their mothers did not know how to set it before them. The mind 
recoils from such a statement, but it is true, and it ought therefore to be set 
down plainly. The mind also recoils from the statement that the cholera is at 
Dantzig and Hamburg ; (October, 1859) and not altogether absent from Eng- 
land ; but it is true and ought to be told ; and with it the further truth, that 
if every family in the kingdom sat down in pure air, in a state of personal 
cleanliness, to three meals a- day of good common food, well-cooked, and earned 
by fair work of body or mind, the cholera would be kept out more surely than 
by a wall of brass, or would fly over us like the first raven we hear of, and go 
back to its haunts, for want of some piece whereon to alight. It will be some 
time before that can happen. Meanwhile, what can each of us do to save 
some of the thousands who are for ever dropping into well-known pitfalls 
around the threshold of adult life ? — Healthy Husbandry, and Handicraft , by 
Harriet Martineau . 


A Stern Winter. — One tradition, however, ought to be told concerning 
the terrible winter of 1787, still known in the forest as “ the hard year.’* 
My informant, an old man, derived his knowledge from his father, who lived 
in the forest in a small lonely farmhouse. The storm began in the night, and 
when his father rose in the morning he could not, on aooount of the snow-drift, 
open the door. Luckily, a back room had been converted into a fuel-house, 
and his wife had laid in a stock of provisions. The storm still increased. The 
straggling hedges were soon covered ; and by-and-bye, the woods themselves 
disappeared . After a week's snow a heavy frost followed. The snow hardened. 
People went out shooting, and wherever a breathing hole in the snow appeared, 
fired, and nearly always killed a hare. The snow continued on the ground for 
seven weeks; and when it melted, the stiffened bodies of hones and deer 
covered the plains. According to the Journals of the House of Commons ♦ in 
that winter, 800 deer were starved to death in Bolderwood Walk . — The New 
Forest, Hampshire, by Jno . JL Wise . 
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§r. Norton: or, in 

A SKETCH FROM A “ LAW-STUDENT’S DIARY.” 


BY JAMES SKIP? BORLA8E. 

— t 

When, after a four years’ study of my profession in the country, I came to 
London in order to gain some knowledge of town practice, and acquire a 
familiarity with the courts, previous to going in for my examination, I had 
lost but little of that faith in the romantic and marvellous which was the 
marked feature of my boyhood. The dull pages of Blacks tone, and the still 
drearier ones of Ayckbourn and Chitty, had not destroyed the results of those 
three years of illness, when, oonfined to my couch, I had revelled in all the 
glorious romances of Scott and Bulwer, and from them created an ideal world 
of my own. No j at three-and-twenty my creative fancy still invested every- 
thing unusual with the garb of romance, and in every one I met of strain 
mien or eccentric habits, I was prepared to discover a living mystery. \ 

I and a friend, who was going in at the same time, and who, moreover, had 
been an acquaintance of childhood, resolyed to lodge together, both for the 
sake of economy and the pleasures of mutual companionship and study, and 
we were not long before we found what we thought would suit us to a T. 
Our chosen apartments consisted of a handsome three-windowed drawing- 
room, tastefully furnished, on the first floor, and a large double-bedded room 
directly behina, and communicating therewith by means of folding doors. 
The house was situated in a quiet street on the Surrey side of the river, only 
a minute’s walk from Westminster Bridge, and consequently in convenient 
proximity to the Houses of Parliament and the Law oourts. 

##*### 

Think not, gentle readers, that I am going to weary you with a narrative 
of student life, which, with its unvaried monotony, could neither amuse nor 
interest. I am but about to tell you of a strange adventure which bcfel me 
during my stay in Theluaon Street. 

• • • • • • 

The only lodger in the house besides ourselves was a medical practitioner at a 
neighbouring hospital. He occupied the ground floor, and was familiarly spoken 
of by our landlady as w young Doctor Norton.” With that rigid reserve that dis- 
tinguishes all classes in London, and which countrymen so readily fall in with, 
we had occupied our apartments many weeks without making any attempt to 
scrape an acquaintance with our fellow-lodger ; while he, on his part, exhibited 
«jmml indifference. One evening, however, my friend having gone out to a 
dinner party, leaving me alone, I grew weary of my books, ana made up my 
mind to while away a few hours at Astley’s. Unable to find my latch-key, and 
Mrs. Sawson, the landlady, not having another, I ventured to send her to the 
downstairs lodger, to ask him, with my compliments, if he was not going out 
that evening, to lend me his. When she returned, she told me that Doctor 
Norton was very happy to lend me the key, and then added in a whisper, “I 
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mpposeyou will be back by twelve sir, for the doctor will want it again then P ” 

‘‘Did he say so?” I asked. 

“No sir, oh no; but then he always goes out at that hour and returns 
again about four. La, sir, I don’t suppose he’s missed doing so for the last 
three years.” 

Promising to be back before the time named, and to place the key on the 
little table in the hall, I went to the amphitheatre ; but neither the attractions 
of the stage, nor the excitement of the arena, could fix my attention that 
night. I kept thinking of Dr. Norton, for the few words carelessly uttered by 
our landlady had exalted him in my brain to no less than a hero of romance, 
and satisfied my Graying appetite with a theme for wonder and unravelment. 

ie long before twelve. My friend had not returned, and as the 


I was home long Delore twelve. My mend Had not returned, and as the 
moon shone brightly,! did not light the gas, but drawing aside the curtains 


ifore twelve. My friend had not returned, and as the 


and pulling up the Venetian blind, sat by the window and gazed into the 
street. Just as the clock on the staircase struck the hour, I heard Norton 
open his door, cross the hall, and then the front door closed gently behind 
him, and, muffled in great ooat and wrapper, I saw him descend the street 
with a slow and thoughtful step, and turn sharply around the comer in the 
direction of Westminster Bridge. 

His partiality for midnight strolls, to say nothing of Doctor Norton's ap- 
peangioe, in itself was sufficient to excite a curiosity such as mine. Young ; 
he could scarcely have been thirty. Handsome and well formed, there was 
yet a wild wandering expression in his full and piercingly black eyes that seemed 
Hke a herald of approaching insanity. This, with his thin bloodless lips, and 
a* face which stem in its intellectual beauty of chiselled feature was, neverthe- 
less, pale as that of a corpse, ever reminded me of Bulwer's Eugene Aram. 
Not once in the many times we had met on the staircase or in the hall, had I 
seen him smile. A cloud of Care seemed to rest on a brow which bore more 
lines than the youth of its possessor would authorise. 

When fadting over the matter at breakfast with my friend, next morning, j 
met little enoouragement in mv romantic ideas. “ Pooh, Arnold, how you will 
make mountains out of molehills. Norton belongs to St. Saviour’s ; I suppose 
he goes to visit the wards.” 

“ There, you must be wrong, Cammick, for that is the work of the surgeons 
who live in the hospitals,” I replied ; “ besides, if f was not so, they would not 
expect a poor devil to be out of his bed from midnight to four aan. every 
night for three years.” 

“ Well then our hero is a gay Lothario, walks the oaf&s, sups at Sally’s, or 
Kate Hamilton's, waltzes at the Pic — you know it does not open until one 
a.m., and,” — 

“ Nonsense, Tom,” I exclaimed, interrupting him, (( if you have looked into 
the man’s face once, you would know him to be no such character.” 

“ Quite as likely at least to be that as any that you have selected for him. 
But make him Neapolitan refugee, French conspirator, housebreaker, resur- 
rectionist, or what you will, only be silent, for Pve got to grind up Smith's 
oonfounded chapter on ‘ Constructed Trusts ’ for class to-night, and I don’t 
care a rap whether he’s Nana Sahib or Louis Kossuth.” 

Cammick’ s badinage only stimulated my longing desire to unravel the 
mystery that surrounded the person of our fellow-lodger, and I resolved that 
on the very first opportunity I would follow and watch the proceedings of the 
doctor, be the result what it might. One evening, therefore, when a friend 
dropped in and persuaded Cammick to accompany him to the opera at Covent 
Garden, and afterwards to bud at Evans’s $ on the plea of a headache, I escaped 
making one of the party, ana knowing what going to Evans’s meant, and tnat 
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Tom would not see Theluson-street again till pretty well up in the small hours, 
I determined this very evening to put my plans into execution. 

Taking a bottle of port from the cupboard, and placing it with a glass on 
the table, I wheeled the sofa towards the fire, lighted a cigar, threw myself 
amidst the cushions, and was soon fast asleep. My slumber must have lasted 
for hours, for I was roused by the clock on the staircase striking twelve. 
Springing to my feet, I threw off my dressing gown, and putting on my coat, 
cloak, and hat, I fished a short but strong oak stick from an obscure corner, 
and was prepared. I had only just time to toss off a couple of glasses of port, 
when, as usual, I heard the doctor's door open, his light springy footsteps cross 
the hall, and then the click of the patent lock, as the front door closed behind 
him. Turning down the gas, I sprang down the staircase, and gained the 
street in time to see Norton turn round the corner towards the river, as when 
last I watched him. 

It was a clear frosty night, and, as I gained the bridge, keeping cautiously 
some twenty yards in the rear of him I followed, the unclouded moonlight 
streamed down on the stately Palace of Westminster, and flashed down from 
the gilded galleries of the great clock tower. 

“ Confound this, if the doctor looks back he can’t help seeing me, and may 
guess my purpose,” I muttered to myself, for not another being was in sight, 
and there was light enough to read by. But the doctor did not look baA, but 
seemed almost to glide over the broad pavement from which he never raised 
his eyes. 

The river crossed, he increased his pace, and darting into some low, intricate, 
third-class streets that lie huddled within a stone’s throw of the Houses of 
Parliament, where I had some difficulty in keeping him in view, he at last came 
to a halt before the door of a house that stood in one even more wretched than 
the rest, and knocked twice. As he did so, he looked sharply both up and 
down the street, but I slipped within the shadow of a doorway on the opposite 
side, and so escaped observation. Prom this retreat, I saw the door slowly 
open, and the weird witch-like form of a very old woman appear in the 
aperture. Then, I noticed that neither did Norton address her, nor did she 
speak to him, but making way for him to pass, again closed the door. 

As yet, all had gone well, but how was I to penetrate the mystery? Not 
certainly without danger ; without discovery— impossible. I was resolved not 
to abandon it, however. In my present dress Norton would scarcely recognise 
me, even if we stood face to face. I would assume the character of a detective, 
which would account for my intrusion. So boldly crossing the street, I laid hold 
on the handle of the door through which the doctor had passed. It was un- 
fastened, so I walked in and found myself in a sort of kitchen ; in the broad 
fireplace sat the old woman who had unbarred the door for the doctor ; she 
was smoking a short black pipe, and on the table beside her stood a guttering 
candle. She saw my entry, and was about to scream, but, crossing the room 
at a bound, I had my hand on her mouth, while I whispered in her ear, 
“Police, but no harm meant to you. Here’s half-a-sovereign ; pretend to 
sleep, when you wake you will find another. Where is the man you just let 
in ? ” The piece of gold had its usual effect ; the old hag pointed to a trap-door 
at the other end of the room. 

Once more warning her to be silent, I advanced towards it, and discovered 
that a long step ladder conducted to a cellar beneath, against the wall of which 
was thrown the reflection of a light, as though it came from an apartment 
beyond. Wrapping my cloak tighter around me, and drawing my hat over 
my eyes, I cautiously descended ; and, when I gained the cellar, I discovered 
that my surmise was correct, for the rays of light came through a glass door 
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on the right, through which I could witness all that was passing within, with- 
out muon risk of a discovery. 

The room was of moderate size and whitewashed. Its furniture consisted of 
a table, a couch, a few chairs, and a large mirror. I could not see all the room 
nor could I see Norton, but I saw his reflection in the mirror, and that was 
enough. His hat, overcoat, and wrapper, were thrown aside, his hands were 
tightly clasped behind his back, and ne appeared to be earnestly gazing at a 
large glass case which stood in a niche before him. 

Whilst I was wondering what this case might contain, Norton stepped on 
one side, and I saw reflected in tne mirror, the form of a lovely girl attired in 
the costume of a ballet dancer, with her hands crossed on her bosom. Al- 
though to all appearance in the full bloom of youth and beauty, there could 
be no doubt but that this creation of loveliness was a corpse, and I felt an icy 
chill of horror run through my veins, when I beheld the doctor draw a key 
from his pocket, unlock and throw back the lid of the glass sarcophagus, and 
again and again passionately, press his lips to those of the dead girl. Indeed 
my horror became so great, that I involuntarily uttered an ejaculation loud 
enough to catch his ear. 

Hastily closing the lid, he advanced towards the door. I had neither the 
strength nor the resolution to move ; my courage and bravado had all left me, 
and when I felt bis hand on my shoulder, and saw the lamp which he held in 
his hand flash full on my face, I could have sunk into the ground for very 
shame. Norton’s whole countenance was working with strong emotion, and 
his voice was broken and harsh as he said, “ I recognise the features of Mr. James 
Arnold, my fellow-lodger, and a gentleman whom I have heard highly spoken 
of by a mutual friend, Mr. John Taylor, who walked the hospitals with me, 
and who passed at the same time. I have heard of your love of the romantic 
and the unravelling of mysteries ; I presume you thought you should discover 
one by tracking me hither to-night ? ” 

“ I confess, sir, that I did,” I replied, regaining in some degree my com- 
posure, “ but now that the first excitement is over, my heart tells me that I 
have acted improperly in trying to pierce a secret such as yours, and that I owe 
you an apology.” 

“ Perhaps so ; but, pray, don’t make one ; you acted from impulse. Had I 
been you, I might have done the same. I certainly wished to keep mine a 
secret from all men ; but as you have witnessed so much, you shall know alL 
It will relieve my heart, and I know that you are a man of honour, who will 
keep my secret until my death. After that event, which can’t be long, you 
may tell the tale to whom you will.” 

He took my hand as he spoke, and led me into the inner room, right up to 
the glass coffin. “Is she not beautiful?” he said, pointing to the corpse. 
“ Look at her, Mr. Arnold, and I will then tell you my narrative.” 

And I did look ; yes, looked until I was fascinated, even by the beauty of death. 
But it was not like death ; no one would have thought that aught graver than 
a light and refreshing slumber closed the eyes of the lovely girl, who lay so 
cold and still. It was, indeed, an instance of wonderful embalming. The 
complexion was that of a fair brunette, and as clear as it could have been in 
life ; the features were of the most chiselled beauty ; the lips small and well- 
shaped, while the heavy glossy masses of her rich brown hair flowed over and 
below her white shoulders and the full and beautifully-formed bosom, which 
was partly uncovered by the rich ballet dress, in which her exquisitely pro- 
portioned form was clad, her round white arms displayed the firmness and 
elasticity of life itself and her small hands and tapering fingers were crossed 
on her breast. Yes, while I gazed at her, I forgot that I was looking at a 
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corpse; I forgot the presence of Norton, end murmured to myself M how 
lovely ! beautiful as an angel ! ” and other unconscious expressions of admiration. 

Suddenly the voice of the doctor recalled me to myself. I left the coffin, 
and plaoed a chair by his side. “ Mr. Norton, I can half guess your story,” I 
said ; “ nevertheless, if its narration will not call up too many painful memories, 

I should like to hear it from your lips ; mine, you may rest assured, will keep 
it an inviolable secret.” 

“ Sit down, then, and you shall hear it,” was the reply. As I obeyed the re- 
quest, the doctor began his tale. 

“ It is now some ten years ago since I came to London to walk the hospitals, 
and prepare for my medical examinations, as gay and thoughtless a youth as 
ever the sun shone on. My father, a country practitioner, of Stafford, in 
whose surgery I had passed the first three yean of my studies, allowed me £100 
a-year to cover all expenses, with an assurance that he could afford no more. 
Never shall I forget the poor old governor’s last words, as we walked up and 
down the Stafford station waiting for the train. ‘Always remember to go to 
church on a Sunday, it will go far to keep you in the right path during the 
week ; and shun as you would destruction, those dens of infamy, the casinos 
and music halls. People who frequent them are all trotting down stain as 
fast as they can go, and they will meet no friendly hand in their course, to turn 
them round and point upwards.' 

“ I promised obedience to these instructions, and, upon my arrival in London, 

I kept my word. Employing my every energy to the study of the profession 
to wnich I was passionately attached, I frequented no place of amusement but 
the theatre; ana, it was while performing as columbine, in the pantomime, at 
the St. James's, that I first beheld one, whom to look upon was to love ; my 
own Amalie. Ah ! Mr. Arnold, had you seen her then, a light, airy, spiritual 
creation of beauty, you would not have wondered at mv sudden passion. 
When, a few days later, I obtained an introduction to her from the manager, 
whom I had long been acquainted with, I discovered that these charms of form 
and face were allied with a perfect education, and a fascination of manner and 
deportment calculated to grace the very highest society. I need scarcely tell 
you, that after a short acquaintance we became engaged. I learnt that her 
real name was Jessie Wilton, and that her father and mother were both dead. 
The former was a captain in the army ; her mother’s father had been the same ; 
but, though an only child, her parents had been able to lay aside but very 
little of their income, and upon the death of her mother, three years before I 
knew her, when only fifteen years of age, she had been driven to seek her own 
living, and, under the name of Amalie de Bourg, had found it on the stage. 

! “ Never shall I forget the happiness of the first few months of our betrothal. 

Jessie, for I always called her by her real name, lived in quiet but humble 
lodgings, in Pimlico, from which my chambers were scarcely half a mile 
distant ; and all through the lovely summer-time, we used to wander before 
breakfast in the parks, and in the evening I used to go down and take her to 
the theatre, then go home for a few hours to study, and ever be at the stage 
door when the ballet was over, to guard her to her abode. Yes, those were 
happy times ; but yet I longed for the day to come when, with my examinations 
all passed, I might, as a duly qualified physician, offer Jessie a home as well as 
a heart, and obtain my father's sanction to our union. I had never yet broken 
the matter to him, for I knew that, like most country gentlemen, he had not 
an exalted opinion of the stage, and would consider my engagement as a 
delusion, a folly, and a step to be censured and condemned. It’s no good 
telling him, now, I thought ; I will stay until some opportunity occurs for 
him to see Jessie, then he cannot disapprove of my choice. 
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j “ Alas ! Mr. Arnold, that opportunity never came. One evening, when I 
| called to walk with her to the theatre, I learnt that she had already started, 
as she intended calling to see a sick ballet girl, a favourite of hers, on the way. 

! That night I was at the stage door, anxiously awaiting the fall of the curtain. 

; My Jessie did not come out first, as was her wont. I asked a danseuse 
whether Miss de Bourg was at the Theatre. She replied in the negative. 

, Wildly I walked to her lodgings, dreading I knew not what, and here my 
, terror was increased by learning that she had not returned. To shorten my 
1 tale, three days passed without bringing me any clue to aid me in the dis- 
i coveiy of the lost one. My health and spirits gave way before so terrible an 
| affliction, for I had used every endeavour to discover her without avail. 

“But a more fearful ordeal was yet before me. On the fourth morning 
I after the disappearance of Jessie, I walked into the dissecting room of the 
! hospital, and Jack Lowe, a fellow chum of mine, who was smoking a short 
black pipe with his back to the fire exclaimed, ‘ Hallo ! Norton, my boy, we are ' 

! in luck's way. The most beautiful subject for dissection that I ever set eyes 
, on. Poor girl, she was picked up in Duke-street last Friday night, and brought 
) to the hospital at once, but, even our cleverest men could not save her, and 
> she died last night. As no friends claimed her, of course, old Procter pounced 
upon the body for the dissecting room ; and there it lies still warm. I think i 
I never beheld aught that was human so beautiful before.' * 

“ As he spoke, he pointed to the body, which, covered with a white cloth, 1 
lay on the green baize table. Smiling, in spite of all my inner torture, at ! 

| Lowe's words, who ever dealt in superlatives, I advanced mechanically towards 1 
' the table, and raised the covering. Oh heavens ! my brain seemed suddenly i 
i on fire, for my eyes rested on the face of Jessie Wilton, calm as if in sleep! 

! Never shall I forget that terrible agony. For a moment I gazed intently at \ 

: the beloved features. The next, without a word or groan, I fell senseless on ‘ 
the floor. I 

| “ I have little more to add. When consciousness returned, I claimed the 

body as a friend, and obtained leave to remove it. I learnt that Jessie had < 
been brought to the hospital in a swoon, and that when she awoke from it, i 
she was delirious, and never recovered her senses, until a few minutes before 
she died. She was then too feeble to speak, but drew her last breath with a I 
smile on her lips. j 

“ Reason with myself as I would, I could not make up my mind to part . 
with the body. Jessie looked so calm and beautiful in aeath, that the mere ; 
thought of the black coffin, and the hideous grave, were unbearable. Two , 
years before I had learnt the wondrous art of Russian embalming, from a | 
native of that country. I succeeded in obtaining the very columbine drees, in ! 
| which she had first won my heart. You see she is clad in it now. A few | 
' leaves and simple spices preserve the body from the slightest vestige of decay. ; 
They have done so for three years. Their power would remain tor ever, but 
it is not needed. While I live, I have my own Jessie by me, and every night 
I come to gaze upon her sweet face, but that will not be for long. My health , 
is fading, in a few more weeks I shall come here to die ; yes, to die with my 
arms clasping that sarcophagus; and 1 have requested in my will that we 
may be buried together. 

“Mr. Arnold, you know my story. I am now going back to Tlieluson- 
street ; perhaps you will accompany me." And, casting one more glance of 
affection at the corpse, he led the way from the room. j 

Arrived in the upper apartment, we found the old woman still pretending to J 
sleep by the fire, and I managed to slip the promised piece of gold under the | 
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candlestick, unperceived by my companion, while he was securing and locking 
1 the trap door. In another half-hour we were at home. Cammick had not 
| yet returned ; hut, dispirited and sick at heart, I retired to my room, not to 
| rest, but to ponder over all I had seen and heard of a fellow-being’s despair. 

And a few months later, poor Edward Norton did die beside the corpse of 
I her he loved ; and I, whom he had made his executor, saw that the wishes of 
I his will were carried out. He and his beloved were conveyed to Stafford, and 
! buried side by side beneath the great elm tree that shadowed the graves of 
| both his parents. 

And so ended the earthly career of our fellow-lodger. My promise of 
( secrecy expired with his decease, and with a few changes of name and locale, 
i you liavc his tragic history. 

! 


it Hallo) of % from “Httr Star.” 


I Passing the remains of the “ Higher Hall," at Brockholes, a fine old Eliza- 
! bethan building, now converted into a farm-house, the pedestrian, after 
mounting a steep and rugged path, which occasionally does double duty as a 
; by-road and watercourse, stands upon the plateau overlooking the “ Red Scar.” 
j No single picture can do justice to this beautiful and unique scrap of English 
! scenery. The whole is not presentable on canvas from any one given point of 
! view. It contains, rather, within itself, a complete portfolio of sketches. It 
is a place to ramble about tn> and not simply to stand staring at ! 

| Beautiful Nature ! 

Whene’er I gase on thy untrained grace 

3Iy heart o’erflows once more with boyhood s gladness ; 

I The guileless smile that lights thy varied face, 

1 Ee-germlnatetli Hope, and calms my bosom’s sadness. 

j Truly an Eden spot! fashioned by bounteous Nature to dispel the fierce 
burning passion and choking heart-ache engendered by rude collision with 
the outward world. 

! The valley of the Kibble is generally about a mile in breadtb, and the soil 
entirely river debris , or alluvial deposit. The table land rises betweed one and 
two hundred feet above this fertile plain. The river, playfully meandering 
amongst level green meadows and pasture lands studded with cattle, with a 
divided love, alternately courts the cooling shadows beneath the rugged “scars ” 
and verdant woods which limit its domain on either hand. At the “Red 
Scar,’ a semicircular indentation has been scooped out of the northern bank, 
by some natural causation. This is so singularly perfect in its form, as to 
suggest, contrary to the fact, the possibility of Nature having been assisted by j 
Art, in its formation. The river sweeps, from nearly the southern bank, en- 
tirely round the foot of this concave precipioe, partially forming, in its erratic 
course, the figure of an ellipse. This is no ordinary or miniature feat of natural , 
geometry, the longest diameter of the “ horse shoe,” as it is locally termed, ' 
being nearly a mile. The high and steep outer bank of the river is superbly 1 
] robed with rich and varied forest foliage. On the western arm of the curve, 
the bank is so steep, that huge trees are continually being detached from the 
soil by the action of frost and rain, and projected by their own weight into 
1 the stream below. Others, bending over the precipice, like wounded warriors . 
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unable to conquer but unwilling to yield, ding tenaciously to the crumbling 
t earth. The 6tream below is full of shallows and rapids. The subject is not ! 

| quite wild and savage enough for the pencil of Salvator Rosa. It is more \ 
j suggestive of trout and salmon fishing than of brigands and desperadoes. Our i 
i own Creswick would better enter into its sentiment. It would make a glorious ' 
picture under his masterly treatment. Owing to the thinness of the plants- 
, tion at this spot, the best single view of the entire scene is obtained. The : 

! water in the opposite reach is still and smooth as a pond. Its transparent ! 

! bosom reflects darkly the green, brown, and russet of the overhanging woods, 

| with here and there a patch of clear blue sky, and the primrose tinted fringe < 
j of a passing sunny cloud. Were Diana a material existence, she would select j 
I this retired and sylvan nook as a favorite bath. The “yellow sands” of the 
! inner beach are so smooth, the water so pellucid, and the spot so quiet and ] 

: secluded, that at eventide, when the wind's gentle music gives a spirit voice to | 

( the forest choir, the poetic faculty may easily realise Shakspere's beautiful vision , 
i of the “ dainty Ariel,” and the loveliest den in Prosperous enchanted isle. j 

The river advances towards this seclusion, through the open plain, between , 
irregularly broken rows of stately trees, and glitters like molten silver, as it , 
almost imperceptible glides over the alight terraces of red sandstone rock, , 
which form its bed. In the distance, Pendle Hill, famous in story, as the | 
chief locale of the Lancashire witches of old, uplifts his broad shoulders to 
the sky above the heads of the lesser compeers, by whom he is surrounded. 
Amongst the latter, our old acquaintance, the half-rock, half-wooded height 
of Hoghton, with the remains of its stem grey embattled mediteval fortress 
mansion, like a lingering frown of the dead and mouldering Past upon the 
j fair brow of the living Present, by contrast, heightens the beauty and interest 
of the scene. The spire of Mellor Church, crowns the summit of the neigh- 
bouring hill ; whilst, in immediate contiguity, the ruined tower of a relatively 
* modem windmill indicates, within a trifling distance, the site of a specula, or 

outlook, from which the Roman sentinels gazed upon several neighbouring 
! stations, and warned their brethren in arms, when the brave though dis- j 
I comfited Celt, indignant beneath the yoke, spumed the conqueror’s power, and ! 
futilely essayed “one blow more” for his rude, but cherished — and all the 
more cherished, because lost — liberty ! 

“ Red Scar,” the seat of Major Cross, a quaint Elizabethan mansion, with 
( modem additions, is situated on the table land opposite the centre of the 
curve. It is no slight privilege to be permitted to ramble through the winding 
paths, shadowy vistas, and secluded diogles, musical with the voices of singing 
birds, and brooks, embosomed in the depths of these woods, from the lone 
quietude of which we occasionally catch a glimpse of the bright country be- 1 
yond. Ilere are stately halls of nature’s architecture, domed by the azure | 
heaven, and paved in rich mosaic, lustrous with the bloom of the wild blue 
1 hyacinth, ana flakes of golden sheen, flung at random by the bright attenuated 

fingers of stray sunbeams. Hanging leaves form verdant curtains with 
quivering fringe, so perfect yet picturesque in form, that sympathetic fancy 
denies that the rude east wind /hath ever breathed upon them, or the eye of 
living being previously mirrored their beauty ! 

This little Eden is situated within about three miles of the manufacturing 
town of Preston, and yet few of its inhabitants ever visit the spot. Some 
animals, in dire extremity, are said to feed upon their own limbs. Doth the 
ravenous appetite for material wealth absorb that portion of the soul which 
; rejoices and expauds in the presence of the beautiful? — History of Preston 
; and its Environs, by Charles Hardwick . 
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<$ur Clothing anb its Materials. 


BY W. AITKEN, P. PROV. G.M. 


It has been observed that a remarkably good lesson in geography could be i 
given by any intelligent father to bis children, over the various articles laid 
before them at a breakfast table. Such, for instance, as the tea coming from I 
China, the coffee from Arabia, sugar from the East and West Indies, or now ! 
desolate Louisiana. The wheat of which the bread is composed may have I 
waved on the beautiful prairies of the far west, the shores of the Black or the 
Caspian Seas, anywhere on the continent of Europe, or in the southern 
counties of gay and merry England. Your butter may come from Holland, or I 
from Ireland, and so on with all the component parts of crock eryware, spoons, : 
and glass. But this article shall be devoted to our cotton clothing , tbe ma- 
terials of which it is made, the busy hands and heads engaged in the making 
thereof, with other matters, which it is hoped will be alike pleasing and 
instructive. | 

As the writer lives in the heart of the manufacturing districts, he will com- , 
mence with cotton, a trade that has risen to such gigantic proportions in the 
short space of a century, as to make the world deck it with imperial purple, 
and style it “ King Cotton .” Never in the world's history did so extensive a . 
manufacture arise in so short a period j never was more money made in so ! 
short a time. Colossal fortunes have been realised, the ingenuity of man has I 
been taxed through all the various ramifications of the cotton trade, in a man- i 
ner that has never taken place before, till all the gigantic, as well as the delicate | 
movements of the machinery on which cotton goods are made, are a marvel of j 
man’s cunning, and high reasoning intellectual powers. 

Stricken down as that vast industry is just now, its looms and spindies j 
motionless, its capital dwindling daily away, its sons and daughters flying from ! 
our shores to the antipodes or anywhere they can get to, as if fleeing from the < 
city of a plague ; living, as the people are, on the most unbounded oharitr the ; 
world has ever seen, aided scantily by poor-law boards, it may be said with 
sorrow, but with truth, that the cotton trade “has risen like a rocket, and , 
fallen like its stick.” There is hope in the minds of the thoughtful, and great 1 
reasons for that hope too, that when this desolating civil war in America is over, 
our clothing trade, so far as cotton is concerned, will again revive, Phoenix-like, 1 
out of its own ashes. The hope exists in the known fact, that nowhere in the 1 
world can cotton clothing be manufactured as cheaply and as well, as in Great 
Britain and Ireland. The vast amount of accumulated capita), the energy and , 
skill of the manufacturers, the incomparable ingenuity and fertility of resources 
of our mechanics, our deep and extensive coal fields at the very doors of the i 
mills, the known industry of the cotton clothing population, give hope to the > 
far-seeing of the resuscitation of an industry, which has brought in its mighty 
train both blessings and curses. To moralise on the cotton trade, how it has 
affected mankind and womankind, is beyond the scope of this article; but i 
certainly a great deal could be said on the subject. 
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To reason fairly on “ our clothing” we must first take the raw material, and 
then proceed to the further investigation of its manufacture and all the cir- 
cumstances attendant thereon. The facts and figures given here are taken 
from the most reliable sources, viz., from the returns of the Board of Trade 
and the Inspectors of Factories* reports, as ordered to be published by the 
House of Commons. As these documents do not come under the notice of one 
in every thousand of the readers of this magazine, the tales which the figures 
tell may be an incentive to many to study more attentively the wondrous facts 
connected with the great industry of our country. 

In the year 1860, it is proved that the amount of cotton taken by the trade 
was 2,633,246 bales. This, at 410 pounds per bale, would give the astounding 
weight of one billion no hundred and seventy-nine millions, six hundred and 
thirty thousand, four hundred, and fifty pounds. The mind almost becomes 
overwhelmed by these figures, which can only be equalled by those great cal- 
culations made by astronomers, when diving into the immensity of space. 
When we consider that this wonderful plant will only grow in two zones — the 
torrid, and not very far in the temperate — and reflect upon the millions of 
busy hands, bond and free, black and white, engaged in its planting, its ga- 
thering, and its transit over land, river, and ocean, we may form some famt 
idea of the extensive character of this branch of “ our clothing ” operations. 
When we consider that all these millions of pounds of cotton, gathered from 
the portion of the globe named above, are but simple vegetable pods, and 
comparatively as light as feathers, the truthfulness of the beautiful lines of 
Eliza Cook, on the power of unity, forcibly strikes the mind : — 

“ The river rolls, with its fleet of ship*!. 

On its full ami swelling tide ; 

But its far-off fountain creeps and drips 

From a chlnklct’s dark and mossy lips, 

That a pebble and dock-leaf hide.” 

In the contemplation of this subject of cotton, the mind wanders to both 
Indies, to Egypt, on the “ shores of the green old Kile,” to the Brazils in South 
America, to that mighty region of the sunny Southern States of North 
America, washed by 36,000 miles of river water, 12,000 miles more than the 
circumference of the globe. 

It has been stated before, that the largest amount of cotton ever imported, 
or taken by the trade, was in the year 1860, and that was one billion no hun- 
dred and seventy-nine millions, six hundred and thirty thousand, four hundred 
and fifty pounds. The curious in figures will find that this amounts to within 
a very small fraction of 481,978 tons. 

The shipping interest of this country is another of those great industries, 
the importance of which can only be comprehended by reading and studying 
the dry figures of the returns of the Board of Trade. To convey the cotton 
used by the manufacturers of this country, according to the calculations here 
given, would require, within a small fraction, 482 vessels of 1,000 tous burthen ; 
and, if it takes twenty men to man and navigate such a vessel over the ocean, 
this gives employment to 9,650 of our hardy seamen. Thus does commerce, in 
its wonderful operations, bring the treasures of the world and pour them in 
our lap, for the sustenance, the benefit, and employment of mankind. 

We have now brought the raw material of our clothing to our own shores, 
whence it has to be distributed over the whole of the manufacturing districts, 
in driplets, as “ brooks make rivers, and rivers run to seas.*’ The speculations, 
or peculations in this article alone, in the port of Liverpool, has made the for- 
tunes of some, and ruined others. Let us now look at the machinery by which 
all these bales and pounds of cotton are manufactured into clothing . In the 
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| year 1862, when the last great statistical account was taken, there were in the ’ 
j United Kingdom, 1,142 spinning mills, and the number of spindles employed I 
i in preparing this cotton for the wearer was 30,387,467. The number of ■ 
, wearing mills in the kingdom was 779, and the number of power looms, | 
1 399,992. There are also in the United Kingdom mills that combine both I 
spinning and wearing, and altogether there are 2,887 mills for preparing and | 
making our cotton clothing. The number of people employea in this great j 
I branch of our national industry was, in 1862, children : males, 22,061 ; females, 
17,703 ; while of adolescents and adults there were, males, 182,666 ; females, 
269,103 ; giring a total of males and females employed of 461,669. It must 
not be considered that the abore figures represent all that are employed to make 
1 our cotton clothing ; they only represent those engaged upon the textile fabrics 
1 them selves. There are the thousands of mechanics, engineers, and others, 

1 necessary to cany out the whole cotton industry, and whose skilled labour is 
1 as finely arranged as the ingenious machinery which converts the raw material 
into covering for denizens of every portion of the habitable globe. 

Let us now glance at the mighty power that sets all these spindles, looms, 

> jennies, and human beings to work. The tabled Cyclops, the Herculesee, and 
giants of old, are but babes and sucklings compared to the immense powers 
that modern science and invention have brought to bear in the production of 
I things for our comfort and benefit. The indicated horse-power of steam- 
i engines working in 1862, amounted to 281,683 ; while the loss complicated, 

I more ancient, and more cheaply worked water-wheel, amounted to 12,467 horse- 
I power. We have all of us been to fairs and seen a large collection of fine 
I hones ; some of us have seen military reviews, where a thousand horses and 
men have made a charge, and have heard the sound of the horses’ hoofs 
reverberate like approaching thunder ; but these and more are but minnows 
compared to the great Tritons who have been so usefully employed in 
aiding the manufacture of the cotton clothing of the world. If the reader 
i will take the trouble to reckon the total horse-power of both steam and water, * 

| as given above, he will find a grand total of 294,130. 

i Suppose this gigantic power were veritable horses, and that each horse was 
j two yards in length, and could be placed one behind another, then we should 
1 have a string of horses reaching 334 miles, 420 yards. This is equal to the 
breadth of England itself; indeed it is about 14 miles more. All the strings 
of horses we have ever seen or dreamed of sink into insignificance compared 
to the horse-power required to manufacture our cotton clothing. In the pre- 
ceding portion of this article it is stated, that there are in the United Kingdom 
399,992 power looms, or, in round numbers, 400,000. To the initiated and 
practical in the matter of steam looms, it is known that a plain calico cut, of 
' twenty-five yards, can be woven in a day from one loom. If the weaving 
| population m the manufacturing districts of the United Kingdom work six 
I days per week, and 360 days in a year, they would produce of the description 
of cloth here named, 864,000,000 yards ; or, 490,909 miles, 160 yards. This 
, is the production of our own country ; but nearly all the continental states, as 
I well as the people of the golden east and fertile west, manufacture immense 
' quantities of cotton, concerning which neither I nor any other person possesses i 
, any reliable figures. We often hear of glutted markets, and over-production j 
of the manufactured articles in cotton, but after these figures are given, and | 
j ®ome that have to follow, the overstocking of our markets, it will be seen, does i 
not arise from too many goods being produced, but from the want of the power J 
. of the people to purchase the necessary clothing to make them appear decent, 
i and keep them comfortable. In proof of this, it may be stated, that there i 
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are on the surface of the globe we inhabit, according to the calculations 
of modern geographers, about 1,000,000,000 of human beings. Although the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland is most unquestionably the 
greatest manufacturing country in the world, all that we produce is not a yard j 
of calico each, annually, for the inhabitants of the whole world! If any | 
arguments were wanted by philanthropists and statisticians, to prove the great , 
necessity of improving the social condition of the millions of the humbler 
classes throughout the world, it is furnished by the known fact, that we as a 
people do not produce on an average a yard of calico for each of the in- 
habitants of the earth. 

We have now examined the cotton plant, the production, machinery 
the people employed, and several other things in connection with the 
producing of cotton clothing, let us now look at the money value of the 
cotton itself. No doubt it will be information for hundreds of thousands, 
to show the comparative value of cotton goods before the civil war broke out in 
America, and the value of the same now. We will take the original amount of 
cotton, as taken by the trade in 1860, viz., one billion, no hundred and seventy- 
nine million, six hundred and thirty thousand, four hundred and fifty pounds. 
The average price of that cotton when the rivers and ports of the world were 
all open, was about 8d. per pound ; the average price is now 2s. per pound. 
The money value of the cotton in one year, at 8d. per pound, wonld be 
£35,987,681 13s. 4d. If the trade could get the cotton now (which it cannot) 
the value of the cotton would be £107,963,045 sterling, or a difference in the 
money value alone, of £71,975,360 6s. 8d. In like proportion has the 
manufactured article been acted upon ; so that every person who has purchased 
a yard of cotton cloth, has had the price raised threefold, and has thus been a 
loser to that extent, by the war in America. After the great disparity here 
shown in the price of cotton now, and as it was before the American war, 
together with the fact, that we cannot get cotton to set our machinery all in 
motion, all those at a distance (aye, and even some of those nearer home), will 
see plainly, why the last annual meeting came to a conclusion to allow another 
memorial to go through the Unity, to raise money to aid in paying the con- 
tributions of the brethren still out of employment in the manufacturing 
districts. 

We have hitherto examined the clothing without regard to bleaching and 
dyeing, but these latter branches of trade nave also brought to bear a large 
amount of industry, power, and skill. In nothing scarcely has the science of 
chemistry been so successfully applied as in the various processes of bleaching 
and dyeing. There is not attainable the same reliable information on this 
branch of industry as the one we have just considered ; but certain it is, that 
a very largo number of the population, a vast amount of capital, and much of 
the genius and science of the age in which we live, are brought to bear in 
making our calicos whiter, and in discovering more beautiful colours to adorn 
the persons, and please the eyes of the fair maidens and gentle dames of every 
clime. No person can look into a draper’s shop without being struck with the 
fertility of resouroes, the ingenuity of the draftsmen, the perfection of 
colouring there displayed, in the thousand and one patterns that meet the eye, 
suitable to the most refined tastes, as well as to those not so refined. 

But if we cannot get the same exhaustive and precise figures on this head as 
we have upon the other, imagination can do much, even for dull compre- 
hensions, to shew how grand and important is the subject of our cotton 
clothing. 
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A Female Secretary in Trouble. — At the Thames Police Court, 
recently, Mrs. Catherine Jones, of No. 5, Three Mill Lane, Bromley, applied 
to Mr. Paget for a warrant against Mrs. Mary Ann Condon, the secretary of 
the Star of the East Total Abstinence Sisters of Progress, Tent No. 2, held ( 
at Union Cottage, Union Street, Whitechapel, for refusing to pay her 30s., 
and 2s. costs, or to reinstate her as a member. The applicant was a member ' 

| of the society, consisting entirely of women, and she was excluded on very , 
insufficient grounds. Mr. Paget ordered the secretary to reinstate her, or ' 
pay 30s., ana 2s. costs ; in default, Mrs. Condon was to be imprisoned seven \ 

, days in the house of correction. Mrs. Jones, at a second hearing, stated [ 
that the secretary would not pay the money, or reinstate her as a sister, but ' 
was very insolent and obstinate, and said she would not obey the magistrate’s 
I order, but would go to prison for seven days. There had been a good deal of : 

' litigation in the society, and other members had been excluded at the caprice ( 
i of the secretary. Mr. Paget said the law would be too strong for Mrs. , 
Condon. He directed a minute of the order to be served on the secretary, | 
and if it was not obeyed, a warrant would be issued. 

( Forging a Certificate. — At the Suffolk summer assizes, before Mr. Baron 1 
, Bramwell, Anthony Hurren was charged with forging a certain demand or • 

1 request in writing for the payment of money, with intent to defraud the Loyal ■ 

! Ocean Pride Lodge, M.U. W. Garrad, the secretary, deposed that he paid the j 

S risoner, £1 4s. for sick allowance, on his production of a paper purporting te i 
e signed by a member named Nunn. Nunn swore that he had never signed 
! such paper ; and that he was not ill at the time referred to, but following his i 
j usual employment. The defending counsel objected to the “ notice ” being ' 
received as sufficient authority for payment. The prosecuting counsel contended 
J that it was ; and that through its being presented, the mon4y was paid. His ' 
lordship said he thought the prisoner must be acquitted upon this indict- 
ment, and be charged with obtaining money by false pretences. He directed i 
the jury to acquit the prisoner, which was done, but he was ordered to be 
detained in custody. 

Caution to Subscribers to Agency Friendly Societies. — At the Hull 
Police-court, June 16, a man named John Graham applied to the sitting 
magistrate, Mr. H. Blundell, for advise under the following circumstances : 
He had been for 18 months agent to the Boyal National Friendly Society, 
which professed to provide against sickness and death, and had forwarded to 
the office, 6, Parker- street, Liverpool, the subscriptions which he had received 
until the end of March last, when he ceased to do so, having received no 
acknowledgment since the 2nd of January. He doubted the existence of the 
society, and desired to know who was responsible for the money. The 
magistrate perused the receipts, and said it appeared from them that the 
applicant had got more than 26 per cent, on all he had collected, so that 
out of every Is. subscribed by the poor he would get 4d. — Applicant : The i 
society was originally called the National Friendly Society, but five months > 
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I ago they changed it to the Royal. — Magistrate: yes; the Royal swindle. I 
* think the best thing you could do would be, instead of taking the subscribers' 

! money, to caution them. — The applicant said, on suspecting the society was 
' not a bona-fide one, he had not taken any subscriptions. — The magistrate 
j said he oould not advise applicant further, and he accordingly withdrew. 

Parisian Rao-gathbrers’ Friendly Society.— The rag-pickers, as a class, 1 
live from hand to mouth ; Tra-la-la was an exception to the rule of chiffonnier i 
life. But there is a stronger saving spirit even among these lively vagabonds : 
than is to be found among corresponding classes in London. I remember a 
rag' picker's banquet that was held at the Pot Tricolor, near the Barrtel de 
J Fontainebleau, in 1856, to celebrate the annual meeting of the Rag-pickers’ 
Mutual Benefit Society. The proceedings were conducted with the greatest 
decorum, and closed with a collection for the 44 poor ! '* The speeches were 
animated and friendly ; and the toasts included that of 44 The Press,’* which, 
according to the president of the day, enlightened the world, and, by its large 
consumption of paper, helped rag-pickers to live ! The society had been | 
established some years, and provided its members with money during sick- • 
1 ness. — Blanchard Jerrold' m Children of Lutetia, I 

Fraud on a Registered Lodge. — On Monday, August 15, at the Leeds I 
i Assises, before Mr. Justice Keating, Joseph Brewerton was charged with I 
: forging receipts for sick pay, with intent to defraud the Loyal Milton Lodge, - 
Bradford District, I.O.O.F.M.U. Friendly Society. The prisoner being a j 
sick steward had obtained sums of money amounting altogether to nearly ; 
£20, by representing various members to be sick, and then signing forms 
which purported to acknowledge the receipts of the sick pay due for such 
sicknesses, and which were subsequently ascertained to be false. The prisoner 
pleaded guilty. Witnesses were called who gave the prisoner a good cha- 
racter up to the time he committed the fraud, and recommended him to the 
mercy of the court. His lordship said it was a very sad thing that these 
voluntary associations having the hest of objects in view, the relief of mem- 
bers during sickness or death, took so little care to guard against fraud, such 
as had been committed by the prisoner, and that arose particularly from the 
necessities of the case, they could not afford to pay people highly to discharge 
the duties, and had to place confidence in persons who would discharge them 
gratuitously. A breach of that confidence, therefore, was always the more to 
be lamented. The prisoner had received a good character up to this time, and, 
therefore, a sentence of penal servitude would not be passed upon him. He 
would be imprisoned and kept to hard labour for fifteen months. — To show 
| the importance of registration, as a protection to the funds of friendly so- 
i cieties, it may be observed, that when the officers applied for a warrant, the 
| first question asked of them was, 44 are the rules of the lodge registered ? ’* 

| Had such not been the case, the magistrates' clerk stated that he could not 
have interfered. The officers deserve great praise for the promptness they 
| displayed in the matter, as the prisoner had made every preparation for pro- 
I ceeding to America, and was only apprehended about an hour before he 
i intended leaving Bradford for Liverpool. 

! Compulsory Benefit Fund in France. — A regulation has been adopted 
by several builders and contractors for works which has created great sensa- 
tion among the Paris mechanics. It states that the masters intend hence- 
forth to stop one per cent, out of the wages of all workmen and clerks, for the 
purpose of forming a benefit fund for the workmen, to be managed by the 
employer. Two delegates, chosen by the men, are, however, to be permitted 
to examine into the management of the master, and to see in what manner 
the money is employed. Any operative or clerk dismissed from his employ- 
ment, or who shall quit it voluntarily, is to forfeit his deposit, and it is to re- 


Digitized by ^ooQle 


iff S B<3 



Digitized by Google 











FRIENDLY SOCIETY INTELLIGENCE, STATISTICS, BTC. 


499 ' 


SUMMARY OF THE DISTRICTS, WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE NUMBER 

of Members. 



Highest Number of Members in a District, 9,789. “ North London/’ 

Lowest „ „ „ 13. “Philadelphia.” | 

Highest No. of Members in a Lodge, 765, No. 202, “ Mechanics’,” Leeds Dis. 1 

Lowest ,, „ 4, „ 5,096, “Prince of Wales,” South- 
ampton District. | 

Lodges with upwards of 600 Members : — I 

No. 202...“ Mechanics’” Leeds District ...765 Members. | 

„ 1,282... “Independent Victoria” ...Hastings „ ...667 „ , 

„ 1,871... “Lawrence Sherriffs” Rugby „ ...561 „ 

„ 2,612...“ St. Mamock” Kilmarnock „ ...556 „ 

„ 1,489...“ Solway” Whitehaven,, ...548 „ 

„ 118... “Brunswick” Brighton „ ...545 „ 

„ 2,776...“ Pride of Devon” Plymouth „ ...523 „ 

„ 713... “Bridgewater” Ellesmere „ ...509 „ 

„ 1,183...“ Furness Abbey ” Ulverstone „ ...501 „ 

„ 242... “Philanthropic” Hull ,, ...500 „ 

Coinage of 1863. — There were coined at the Mint in the year 1863, 
5,921,669 sovereigns, 1,371,574 half-sovereigns, 938,520 florins, 859,320 j 
shillings, 491,040 sixpences, 4,158 fourpences, 954,888 threepences, 4,752 j 
silver twopences, 7,920 silver pence, and of copper coins, 28,062,720 pence, 
15,948,800 halfpence, and 1,433,600 farthings. There have been coined in 
the last ten years, 47,629,614 sovereigns, and 12,068,970 half-sovereigns ; also 
13,069,370 florins, 20,188,393 shillings, 16,787,520 sixpences, 1,837,694 groats, 
41,580 fourpenny pieces, 18,495,796 threepences, 47,520 twopences, 79,200 
pence, 479,670 threehalfpenny pieces, together in value, £3,002,287, and the 
cost of the silver metal was £2,957,900; also, 136,725,120 copper pence, 
164,602,685 halfpence, 43,041,162 farthings, and 1,691,296 half-farthings, the 
value of the copper coin being £968,065, and the purchase value of the 
metal £466,643. 

Thb Command of Words. — A statistician has had the patience to count 
the number of words employed by the most celebrated writers. The works 
of Corneille do not contain more than 7,000 different words, and those of 
Moli&re 8,000. Shakspere, the most fertile and varied of English authors, 
wrote his tragedies and comedies with 16,000 words. Voltaire and Goethe 
employ 20,000; “Paradise Lost” only contains 8,000; and the Old Testa- 
ment says all that it has to say with 5,642. 
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Abardaee. — At the district committee held on the 20th June, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted : “ The members of this committee in 
respectfully but cordially hailing Dr. Price as Deputy Grand Master of the 
Order, beg to congratulate him on the triumphant majority obtained by him 
on his election to that distinguished and important office at the recently held 
A.M.C. In doing so, they feel that his appointment confers a dignity on the 
Abardare district which they could not have enjoyed, but for his assiduity, 
self-sacrifice, and the possession of those qualifications, which, in his career 
as a member of the order, as well as in other capacities, he has so frequently 
and so manifestly brought into action, to the advantage of those with wham 
he has been associated. That he may be blessed with a continuance of 
health and vigour, to sustain him in the discharge of his onerous additional 
duties, is their fervent prayer, as well as that of every member of the district, 
whose sentiments, they are confident, are avowed in this resolution.*' The 
Abardare district now numbers 38 lodges and 2,318 members. 

AsHTON-UNDBn-LYNE. — The anniversary of the Loyal True Anchor and 
Olive Branch Lodge was held on Wednesday evening, at the Town Hall 
Inn, when about 90 sat down to dinner. The chair was occupied by Col 
Mellor. P.G.M. Charles Hardwick responded to "Manchester Unity, *' 
in a lengthy address, in which he reviewed the great principles of Oddfellow- 
ship, and the marvellous progress which had been made by the Manchester 
Unity during the past few years. The Grand Master of the Order, Mr. F. 
Richmond, responded to the toast of the " G.M. and Board of Directors,** 
and explained the constitution of the Order, and its practical adaptation to 
the requirements of the members. He likewise referred to Mr. Gladstone’s 
“ Annuities Bill," which he regarded as a step in the right direction, and as 
in no way interfering with free action of the Unity or other Friendly 
Societies. Mr. W. Aiken proposed the " Volunteers," to which Col. Mellor 
responded in a very appropriate and practical address. Mr. Councillor 
Hemming way responded to the toast “ Success to the True Anchor and Olive 
Branch Lodge/’ and sketched the history of the two branches, and their 
progress subsequent to amalgamation. When the two lodges joined together 
they numbered 49 members, and had a fund of about £300, and the average 
age of the members was 46 years. After the amalgamation, they sustained 
a loss of five members — three by exclusion, and two by death. Since then, 
however, they had admitted, within two years, 43 new members— (cheers) — 
and now he was proud to say that the average age of the members was 
only 36 years. — (Cheers.) And he might remark that as they had grown a 
great deal younger, they had also grown a great deal richer, as their funds 
now amounted to about £400. With regard to the amount of sickness the 
lodge had experienced, he might say that during the first year of amalgama- 
tion it averaged four days per member per annum, and two deaths. The 
last year’s experience of sickness was 180 days, amongst 87 members, or a 
little over two days per member. 

Ashton-under- Lynb. — The jubilee of the Platoff Lodge, No. 9, M.U. was 
held at the house of host James Ken worthy, the Eagle and Child, Old Street, 
on Aug. 29th. About 90 sat down to dinner, including several of the mem- 
bers' wives and daughters, as well as 14 widows, who were presented with 
free tickets. Mr. W . Aitken, P. Prov. G.M. and member of the Directory, 
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presided, and amongst those present were Mr. Charles Hardwick, -editor of 
the OddfeUowt * Magazine , Mr. Councillor Hemingway, etc. The chairman, 
in the eourse of an excellent opening address, said he would grant that 
in the early history of the society the older members knew little about the 
principles of finance, but with the improved information of the age in which 
they lived, they had always been ready and willing to take advantage of 
science. He thought this was the strongest proof he could possibly give 
them of the good faith and intelligence of the members of the lodge, that 
they intended to carry out the principles of the institution on a sound finan- 
cial basis. There was only one individual remaining in the lodge, he 
believed, who was present at the opening, and that was their friend John 
Moss. It was fifty years since, last Saturday, that he was made a member, 
and he was still amongst them a good, and honorable, and distinguished, and 
kindly odd-fellow.— (Hear, hear.) P. Prov. G.M. Bower, in responding to 
the toast “The Platoff Lodge,” gave a sketch of its career, and stated, that 
although now fifty years of age, it was in better circumstances than it was 
some years back ; and that its members were determined to carry out the 
rules and principles of the order to the very letter. Mr. Hardwick responded 
to the toast of “The Unity ” in a lengthy address, in which he traced the 
growth of the society from its germs, fifty year® ago to the present time, and 
commented upon the various benefits which had accrued from its action, not 
only to working men, but to society at large. He attributed, to a large extent, 
the improved tone of the operative population in Lancashire, as shown during 
the cotton crisis, to the action of this and kindred societies, which sentiment 
was endorsed by the plaudits of the assembly. Mr. Hardwick likewise re- 
ferred to the recent financial legislation of the order, as a proof that they 
possessed within themselves the necessary knowledge and integrity to adapt 
their laws to their requirements, as exhibited in the results of their past 
experience, the only true foundation on which the financial arrangements of 
any friendly society could rest. The chairman responded to the toast of 
“ The G.M. and Directors," and fully entered into the constitution of the 
the unity and its principles of government. 

Brampton, Cumberland. — The twenty-third anniversary of the Loyal 
Lyne Side Lodge, Bolton-fellsend, was celebrated on Whit-Monday, by a 
, procession to and from Kirklinton church, where an excellent sermon was 
I preached by the Rev. William Mills. After the sermon, the members re- 
i turned to their lodge-room. After dinner, of which 150 partook, P. Prov. 

I G.M. John Palmer was called to the chair. The vice-chair was taken by 
| P. Prov. G.M. Thomas Stephenson. Bro. Thornbum replied to the toast, 
“The G.M. and Directors” in a long and interesting speech. William 
Routledge, permanent secretary, responded to the toast of the lodge, and read 
a balance sheet, from which it appears that the number of members on the 1st 
January, 1863, was 79 ; on the 31st December, 1863, they had increased to 
* 94. During that time they had only one death among them. They had 
received interest for the same time £29 8s. 4d., and had paid to sick mem- 
bers £29 4s. They were in a very flourishing condition. After paying all 
those sick, etc., they had added to their stock not less than £74, and made a 
few young and healthy members since last year. 

Brighton. — On the 27th June, the members of the various lodges in the 
Brighton District held, at Arundel, their twenty-seventh annual ffete. By 
; the kindness of the Duchess of Norfolk, the Park was thrown open lor t he 
.* occasion. The amusements provided by the Committee comprised cricket, 

. quoits, trap and bat, foot racing, rifle shooting, archery, dancing, etc. The 
Railway Company generously allowed the holders of f$te tickets who could 
not make it convenient to go by the early special train, to travel by the 


Digitized by ^ooQle 



502 


THH ODD-FBLLOW8* UAOAZINB, 


ordinary train, 'which leaves Brighton at a quarter to two o'clock. The 
total number conveyed was nearly 2,500. 

I Brighton. — The Loyal Weald of Sussex Lodge of Odd-fellows, of the ; 

* Brighton District, held their anniversary on A ug. 22nd, at Br. R. Gilburd’ 8 the, . 
Hurst Arms Inn. Mr. J. Curtis occupied the chair. Mr. Attree, secretary, j 
responded to the toast of the lodge. He stated that they had “ invested in t 
Savings Bank during the past year, £119 2s. The lodge has just completed an 

\ excellent investment of £500 of their capital on the purchase of debentures at 
4 per cent, per annum on the town rates of Brighton; £348 12s. Id. in the 
| Horsham Savings Bank, at about 2| per cent, interest; £100 on freehold 

• property, at 4| per cent. ; £33 6s. 2d. in Treasurer's and Secretary’s hands, 
making the total worth of the lodge up to July 21st, 1864, £981 13s. 3d., J 

. nearly £150 having been added to the capital account during the past year. 1 
! Number of members initiated during the year, 9; left, 5; total number at I 
present, 126.” The reading of this statement was received with great ! 
applause. 

Brighton. — The members of the Loyal Olive Branch Lodge, South wick, 
i celebrated their 17th anniversary on the 18th July. After a procession ■ 
■ to the parish church, where an excellent sermon was preached by the 
, Rector, the Rev. F. B. Farkes, the members retired to a field adjoining the j 
| lodge house, where, under a capacious tent, 133 partook of dinner. Mr. | 
! William Feist, a member of the lodge, and Grand Master of the Brighton t 
District presided. Some excellent after-dinner speeches were made, and 
! Mr. White, the Secretary, reported the lodge as being in a most satisfactory i 
I condition. Later in the day the company were honored with the presence of 1 
( Mr. V. R. Burgess, of London, ex-Grand Master of the Order. | 

1 Buckingham. — On July 20th, the members of the Grenville Lodge cele- * 

! brated their anniversary. About 60 or 60 sat down to dinner. Sir Harry j 
Vemey, Bart., M.P., occupied the chair, supported by the Rev. W. F. Norris j 
and S. M. Allen, Esq., Mayor ; there were also present, Dr. Haslop, Henry 
Hearn, Esq., Richard Viccars, Esq., Richard Terry, Esq., etc. Mr. Robert 
, French ably discharged the duties of vice-chairman. The chairman, in 
| proposing “ Success to the Lodge," said, he believed the principles of the 
| society were thoroughly sound and good, as the members made a present 1 
! sacrifice to secure some future advantage. Such a step taught them self-relianoe ' 
, and providence, and therefore he contended the society was worthy of their < 
warmest support. Mr. Spencer, the secretary, read the half-yearly report, . 
from which it appears, that the present number of members is 103 ; 11 mem- 
bers have experienced 247 days’ illness, and have been paid the sum of £19 4s. | 
. The present state of the loage is very satisfactory and encouraging, as the 
! sum af £60 12s. lljd. has been added to the funds during the half-year. 
The total capital of the lodge amounts to £1,167 10s. 3}d. 

Bury St. Edmund’s. — The third anniversary of the Hand of Friendship 
Lodge was celebrated at the Horse Shoes Inn, Eye, on August 18th, by a 
1 public dinner. J. H. Jacon, Esq., occupied the chair. He introduced the 
' proceedings by a short address upon the importance of well-managed friendly 
societies to the working community. They had met to enjoy themselves, 
and to receive and communicate important information in reference to social ; 
t questions, and the general science of popular insurance. Suitable addresses 
were delivered during the evening by the chairman and other gentlemen. 
Mr. Farrow, of Leek, responded on behalf of the ** G.M. and Board of ' 
1 Directors," and in a lengthy animated address, reviewed the general history 
; of the order, distinguishing the various important men and measures to | 
1 whom he attributed much of their success, in a financial respect. The > 
speaker discussed at some length the leading principles of vital statistical > 


Digitized by ^ooQle 



0DDFELL0W8HIP, ANNIVERSARIES, PRESENTATIONS, ETC. 


508 


] science necessary to be observed by every lodge, and concluded by detailing , 

; the social and other peculiarities of oddfellowship so mueh appreciated. The 
secretary, Mr. J. Kush, gave an abstract of the financial affairs of the lodge, 
which is in a prosperous state, and also informed the meeting that there were 
seven candidates for admission. ! 

Cambridge.— On Tuesday evening, the 17th May, a meeting was held at 
I the Black Swan Inn, Butcher Raw, for the purpose of presenting a testi- 
monial to Mr. J. Wellimott, P.G. of the Earl Fitswilliam Lodge. . 
P. Prov. G.M. G. W. Curaley presided. There was a goodly number of 
brothers of the M.U. and members of other lodges and orders present on 
the occasion. The chairman made the presentation in a highly compli- j 
mentary speech. The lodge had more especially benefitted by Bro. Weili- 1 
mott’s exertions in attempts he had made, and in which he had succeeded, in j 
spite of considerable annoyance, in revising, and indeed, entirely re-modelling 
the rules, so as to make them clear, intelligible, and efficient. He had ; 
served the various offices of his lodge more than once, and had been a most ! 
active member of his lodge on almost all committees that have been ap- < 
pointed for various purposes for many years past. The testimonial consisted 
of a very beautiful scarlet sash, richly embroidered with the emblems of the . 
Manchester Unity; a pair of coloured emblems of the order, with rich 
frames and inscriptions recording the event ; and a very handsome bracket 
clock. Mr. Wellimott responded in suitable terms. I 

Cambridge. — A grand demonstration of friendly societies took place at 
Cambridge, on the 26th July last. There were fourteen societies represented 
by thirty-nine committee men, selected from the Manchester Unity, the 
London Order, the Ancient Shepherds, the Foresters, and other benefit 
societies. A grand procession took place, and a very appropriate sermon ! 
was preached by the Rev. W. B. Hopkins, vicar of St. Peter’s, Wisbeach. , 
The dinner took place in a large room at the Guildhall. Upwards of 400 I 
gentlemen sat down, and at the head table were the mayor (H. H. Harris, I 
Esq.), who presided ; F. Powell, Esq., M.P. ; the Revs. F. J. Jameson (vicar 1 
of Coton), W. Beaumont and E. E. W. Kirby (fellows of Trinity), Captain 
Barlow, Mr. Aid. H. Smith, C. Balls, J. Hunt, R. Ginn (St. Ives), and C. , 
Wagstaff, Esqrs. ; Messrs. S. Ginn and H. Ingram. Mr. F. R. Hall, and t 
Mr. H. Hall occupied the vice chairs. The proceedings were of a most 
satisfactory character. The chief toast of the evening, •• Success to all Bene- 
fit Societies,” was entrusted to Mr. Reuben Ginn, solicitor, St. Ives, who 
delivered an eloquent address on the objects of these institutions, and tendered j 
some excellent practical advice to the members. He said, it cannot be eup- 
; posed for one moment, that all these clubs are perfect in their regulations, 1 
especially in a financial point of view, for most of them have been established j 
by that portion of the working classes who possess more heart than head. 
Still, of late years, great improvements have been made in this respect, and | 
a graduated scale of contributions and benefits has been adopted in lieu of ; 
the once all-prevailing rule which took the same amount of subscription ! 
from every member, and granted one uniform rate of benefit, notwithstand- 
ing the age of the member. He need scarcely say to an intelligent audience 
like the one he addressed that such a system was not only unsafe, but 
actually unjust to the younger members. However, all this will soon be ! 
swept away, consequent upon the growing intelligence of the people. Br. , 
Cursley replied on behalf of the Manchester Unity, and in the course of his 
observations stated, that in the Cambridge district (comprising 12 lodges), t 
there had been expended in 1863, for sickness £1,228 lls., for funerals £332, j 
for widows £190 — total £1,750 lls. The capital belonging to the district ' 
was, for sick and funerals, £10,121 9s. lid., widow and orphan fund j 


Digitized by ^ooQle 



504 


THE 0DD-7BLL0WS’ MAGAZINE. 


£1,988 19s. 9d., making a total of £12,110 9s. 8d. Mr. Powell, M.P., in ! 
responding to 41 The Borough Members,' * said on behalf of himself and his j 
colleague, he returned his sincere and cordial thanks for the manner in I 
which their healths had been proposed and responded to. He then pro- 
ceeded to make some remarks on the proceedings of the legislature regarding ! 
friendly societies. Mr. Macauley was absent. Several other toasts followed, I 
and the company retired at an early hour. In the evening a ball took place, I 
which was very numerously attended. 

Cheltenham. — The members held their annual fUe 9 on July 13th, on the 
New Cricket Ground, Hale's Road. A large tent, capable of seating 500 
persons was set apart for the dinner, to whicn nearly 400 persons sat down, 
under the presidency of W. N. Skillioome, Esq., supported by several \ 
influential local gentlemen. The corresponding secretary, Bro. Artus, ably > 
j responded to the 44 Unity.” He referred to the financial improvement | 
I recently introduced, and his favourable comments thereon were received i 
I with loud cheers. Referring to the district, he said, it consisted of 1 1 lodges, ' 
j numbering nearly 1,000 members. The Cheltenham Harmonic Lodge, of I 
• which he was a member, had had a valuation of their funds made by | 
' their respected secretary, Mr. H. Ratcliffs. The result showed that they had 
1 a surplus of £422 lls. 3d. over and above what was required to meet future 
j claims and contingencies. Nearly the whole of the lodges in the district | 

! were, in fact, in equally as good a position. (Cheers.) 

| Chesterfield. — Recently, the members of the Terra Firma Lodge met for i 

! the purpose of presenting a testimonial to P.G. W. H. Hatton, in appreci- ' 
S ation of his past services. A large number of visitors were present. The j 
G.M. of the district, Mr. G. J. Hunt, made the presentation in a very able | 
speech, in which he enumerated the various services rendered, and com- 
mented upon Mr. Hatton’s thoroughly honourable and independent spirit, t 
The testimonial, a beautifully chased silver inkstand, bore, in a beautiful | 
scroll, the following inscription: — 44 Presented to Past Grand William * 
Hedges Hatton, by the Members of the Terra Firma Lodge, (Chesterfield | 
District, MX.,) as an acknowledgment of his valuable services to the lodge, j 
August 29th, 1864.” Mr. Hatton responded in an appropriate address, in 
! which he called upon the younger members especially to come forward and I 
| take the responsibilities of office, and aid in the consolidation and extension | 
' of the great principles of the society. 

Che8teeton. — On Tuesday, July 19, the members of the Miner's Lodge, 
j numbering nearly 200, formed a procession and perambulated the village. 
At Chesterton church, a suitable discourse was delivered by the Rev. 
M. Jackson. From church the members proceeded to the Red Lion, where 
a large tent had been erected. After dinner, P.G .M. James Downing i 
took the chair. Prov. C.S. Peter Bowers replied to the toast of the order, 
and made a few suitable remarks. This lodge has initiated upwards of 60 * 
members during the past year, which now numbers about 212 members ; and j 
has added about £70 to its already accumulated funds. ! 

Chichester. — The members of the Rock Lodge celebrated their anniver- I 
’ sary on the 30th Aug. A sermon was preached by the Very Rev. the Dean j 
of Chichester, (Dr. Hook) who has, during many years, taken an active interest ! 
in Oddfellowahip. The dinner took place in the Assembly Room. The Dean 
presided, and among the company (which numbered nearly 160) were the 
Mayor of Chichester (W. Duke, Esq.), J. A. Smith, Esq., M.P., G. Raper, | 
Esq., J. Powell, jun., Esq., M. G. Sowton, E6q„ J. P. Benwell, Esq., Dr. ■ 
Buckell (Lodge Surgeon), Mr. R. Gatehouse, Mr. W. Ballard, Mr. Gambling, ! 
1 Mr. Beaston, Mr. Boulter, etc., etc. Mr. James Curtis (Corresponding Se- < 
j cretary of the Brighton District) and Mr. W. Bennett (P. Prov. G.M. of the 
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Brighton District) were among the visitors. The chairman proposed “ Pros- 
perity to the Manchester Unity.'* He said it was not simply a benefit society ; 
they did look to it for the future, and one of its objects was to save money 
against the time of old age, sickness, and death ; but more than this they met 
in the lodges on terms of equality and friendship as brethren, and he thus 
regarded the society as one of great advantage, in bringing all classes togethei. 

It was a great blessing that such societies as these were in existence, for, by 
their operation they tended to break down the barriers of " class." In Odd- 
fellowship, no one knew where one class ended and another began, for they 
all dovetailed into one another. Every order like the present, which thus 
brought men together, was deserving of support. Mr. Curtis responded in a 
very able speech ; in which he contended that the efforts of the unity, in the 
procuration and dissemination of statistical knowledge had been productive 
- of the best results. ~ 

Durham. — On May 30th, between thirty and forty membersjand friends 
of the Star of the North Lodge, assembled at the house of Mrs. Hall, Silver 
Street, for the purpose of presenting a testimonial to P. Prov. G.M. John 
Dogherty. G. Robson, Esq., Mayor of Durham, filled the chair, the vice- 
chair being occupied by P. Prov. G.M. John Grey. For the past twenty 
years, Mr. Dogherty has taken an active part in promoting the success of 
Odd fellowship. The testimonial consisted of a handsome and valuable gold j 
watch and chain, and an elegant silver tea-pot. The watch bore the i 
following inscription : — M Presented to P. Prov. G.M. John Dogherty, by the I 
members of the Star of the North Lodge, (M.U.O.F.) Durham, and friends, I 
for his many services to the lodge, and as a diligent advocate of friendly | 
societies generally. 30th May, 1864." The tea-pot contained the following 
inscription: — "Presented to P. Prov. G.M. J. Dogherty, with an elegant 
gold watch and chain, by the members of the Star of the North Lodge of 
Odd-fellows and other friends, for valuable services. Durham, 30th May, 
1864." The chairman made the presentation in a most eloquent speech, to 
which Mr. Dogherty responded in suitable terms. 

East Dbreham, Norfolk. — The nineteenth anniversary of the Loyal 
Leicester Lodge was held on the 3rd Aug., at Wells. The brethren, in pro- 
cession, attended divine worship, when an eloquent discourse was delivered by 
the Rev. E. H. Downing, rector of the parish, after which the brethren re- 
turned to the lodge room, the King's Arms Inn ; where they partook of dinner, 
the Rev. Mr. Downing presiding. In the course of the evening the chair- 
man delivered several excellent addresses. In proposing "Prosperity to the 
Manchester Uuity,’* amongst other excellent practical observations, he said 
he took the chair with great pleasure on the present occasion, because he so j 
highly approved of these societies, inasmuch as he always found them pro- j 
ductive of very great good, not only in giving relief, but in producing unity 
and friendship for one another — (hear, hear,) — that there may be seasons 
when men may meet together in the bond of friendship, and throw aside all 
shades of rank, titles and honours, and meet brother so-and-so, and receive 
back brother in return. (Loud cheers.) This must not be a mere form, but 
an engraining principle, extending the right hand of friendship, not looking 
whether it is white or black, but grasping it with the firm heart and hand 
of an Englishman. (Loud cheers.) The rev. gentleman then alluded to 
the erroneous and ridiculous notions people entertained about certain signs, 
promises, etc., which members must take when initiated into the mysteries 
of these orders. He considered the rites were things of very great solemnity 
and importance, and not of ridicule, and it redounded to the credit of all 
men who belong to these societies that kept these secrets inviolate. He 
never knew or heard of a Freemason who was ever known to have divulged 
his secrets, and he believed it was the case with other societies. 

2 L 
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Ellesmere Port. — Ellesmere Port, which is situated on the banks of the 
Mersey, about nine miles fiom Chester, was the scene of great gaiety on 
Tuesday last, the 26th July. The brethren of the Marquis of Westminster 
Lodge, Chester district, formed in procession, passed through the 
principal thoroughfares of the neighbourhood, and at last arrived at the 
lodge house, the Bull Inn, where an ample dinner was provided. The chair 
was taken by P. Prov. G.M. Gerrard, and after the usual loyal and patriotic 
toasts had been given, a valuable silver watch was presented to the Secretary 
of the Lodge, Mr. John Bradshaw. The following inscription was engraved 
on the inside of the watch : “ Presented to P. Prov. G.M. Bradshaw, by the 
voluntary subscriptions of the members of the Loyal Marquis of Westminster 
Lodge, as a mark of their esteem/* At the presentation, the chairman 
alluded to the lon£ services of Brother Bradshaw, and to the benefits which 
the lodge had derived from his assistance, which, according to the balance 
sheet, shewed an increase of funds since 1859 of £258, although upwards of 
£400 had been paid to the sick and for funerals in the five years mentioned. 
The present value of the lodge funds is £660, with 132 members, of the 
average age of 21 years and 2 months. P. Prov. G.M. Bradshaw replied, in 
very feeling terms, that it should be his duty to still deserve the esteem and 
kindness of the members. The health of Mr. Moffat, a leading member of 
a kindred society, the Foresters, was then proposed and responded to in a 
hearty manner. 

Gar8ta.no. — On the 31st May, about 90 of the members of the Adelaide 
Lodge dined at the King’s Arms, under the presidency of Dr. Chapman. 
Mr. Benson, on behalf of the members, presented to P.G. Rooking, a valu- 
able testimonial, in consideration of his great services to the lodge. He said, 
for many years the Loyal Adelaide Lodge was very indifferently managed, 
and the funds increased very slowly. The few members who agitated for 
certain changes were assailed with much ill-feeling ; but in consequence of 
these changes, the lodge was rescued from a state of bankruptcy, and brought 
into as prosperous a condition as any in this part of the county. Mr. Rook- 
ing was one of the principals in the agitation for these changes, and without 
his assistance, matters would not have progressed so rapidly. The testi- 
monial, a very handsome skeleton time-pieee, bears the following inscrip- 
tion :— ** Presented to P.G. Joseph Rooking, by the members and Mends of 
the Loyal Adelaide Lodge, Garstang, number 516, M.U., I.O.O.F., as a 
small acknowledgment of their gratitude for his untiring zeal and exertion 
for the welfare of the above lodge and the Order generally. 31st May, 
1 864.*' Mr. Rooking thanked the members and Mends in appropriate terms. 
He observed, that after the lodge had been founded 21 years, there were 196 
members, and that the funds amounted to £1,158. In the year 1859, the 
funds amounted to £1,635, and in that year, new laws for the better govern- 
ment of the society were compiled and registered, and the management of 
the society improved, so that in the following four years, viz., to the end of 
the year 1863, the funds amounted to £2,295, and the number of members 
to 352, showing that the society had gained as much, or nearly so, in the 
last 11 years, as in the first 21 years. 

Gloucester. — The members of the Victoria Lodge met on Tuesday, July 
12th, at their lodge-room, to celebrate their twenty-fourth anniversary. 
About 120 members and friends sat down to dinner. The chair was taken 
by Mr. Councillor Knight, an honorary member of the lodge, supported by 
the Mayor of Gloucester, James Peat Heawe, Esq., P. Prov. G.M. E. Brin- 
nell, etc. The vice-chair being ably filled by Richard Wane, G.M. of the 
district. After the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, the health of the chair- 
man and the mayor were given and received with enthusiasm. The mayor 
responded in a very humorous speech, detailing his experience in connexion 
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with friendly societies for the past thirty years. The toast, “ The Board of 
Directors and District Officers,” was responded to by the vice-chairman, who 
passed in review the position of the Order, past and present. 44 Prosperity 
to the Victoria Lodge,” was responded to by the secretary P.G. E. Richings, 
who gave a brief summary of the financial position of the lodge for the past 
year, showing that it was in a most satisfactory position, having 223 members, 

I with a capital of £1,821 17s. 6d. Some excellent songs and recitations 
I followed, among which “The Greek Bard/* given by the mayor, elicited 
I much applause. 

Holt, Norfolk. — On Friday, May the 6th, the 13th anniversary of the Loyal 
Hastings Lodge, Hindolvestone, was celebrated. The chairman, the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Hastings, arrived about 12 o’clock, in a carriage drawn by four beautiful 
horses with outriders. The members, numbering at least 100, headed by his 
lordship, walked in procession to church. The sermon was preached by the 
Rev. J. M. D. Owen, of Hindringham. After service, the procession re- 
turned to the lodge-room, where a special lodge was opened by his lordship, 
and the Rev. W. Homfrav, of Bintry, and the Rev. R. Rackham, of Barney, 
were made honorary members. After dinner, his lordship occupied the chair, 
supported by the Rev. J. Fenwick, Rev. W. Homfray, Rev. R. Richardson, 
Rev. J. Ferrier, J. Saunders, Esq., J. Banks, Esq., J. Col man, Esq., 
C. Saunders, Esq., G. Watson, Esq., J. Sherringham, Esq., Mr. S. Daynes, 
etc., etc. The vice-chair was filled by George Wilkinson, JEjsq., G.M. of the 
Holt District. “The Manchester Unity,” was responded to by Mr. S. 
Daynes, in a speech explanatory of the principles of the ordejr. The meeting 
was addressed by many of the gentlemen present, all of \yhom expressed 
their hearty approval of the society as calculated to promote the interest of 
of the working-classes. Mr. Aberdien, the secretary, gave a brief history of 
the lod£e, which he said was established in the year 1851, by nine working 
men, and now numbered 100 subscribing, and 35 honorary members. During 
the 13 years, it had disbursed amongst its sick members, for funerals ana 
medical attendance, the sum of £805 15s.’ 4d., and yet had a reserved capital 
of just £500 out on good security, bringing in 5 per cent. During the year 
1863, the lodge had paid away, for sickness, etc., the unprecedented sum of 
£160, just £100 more than in 1861. A subscription list was handed round 
the meeting, and upwards of £20 was collected in behalf of the widow and 
orphan fund. Lord Hastings and his benevolent lady putting their names 
down for £5 each. 

Holt. — On June the 1st, the members of the Loyal Alexander Lodge 
celebrated their 21st anniversary. There was a large congregation at church, 
and a very practical sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Norris, of Briston. 
The dinner was held at the Odd-fellows’ Hall. W. H. Scott, Esq., of 
Aylsham, occupied the chair. About 140 members and friends were present. 
Several very excellent speeches were delivered by the chairman and others. 
Mr. C. Baker said the lodge had increased both in numbers and funds, having 
now 400 members, with a fund of nearly £2,500. The payments for sick- 
ness had been very heavy during the past two years ; but he was happy to 
say things had taken a turn, and the payments for the current half-year were 
comparatively small. It had been said the lodge was growing too large and 
cumbrous. He did not think so. He saw no more difficulty with their ma- 
chinery in managing a lodge of 800 than of 400 members. 

Hull. — The anniversary tea-party in connection with the Philanthropic 
Lodge, took place June 15, in the Odd-fellows’ Hall, Lowgate, About 100 
persons sat down to tea. After the tables had been cleared, a testimonial, 
consisting of a box of drawing instruments, an electro-plated teapot, a cruet 
stand ,and twelve teaspoons, was presented to Mr. Newsome Anthony, P.G., 
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as a token of esteem, by the members of the lodge. Mr. Stubbs made the 
presentation in an appropriate address, in the course of which he stated, 
P.G. Anthony had been a worthy member of the lodge during twenty-six 
years. Mr. Anthony replied in an effective practical speech. He referred 
to the progress made during the last few years, and expressed a hope that 
the unity would long continue to prosper. 

Kbar8lby. — On Saturday, Aug. 20th, 1864, a new lodge, called the “ Albert 
Victor,** was opened at the house of Mr. William Lomax, Wheat Sheaf Inn, 
Pendlebury. A procession was formed at the Good Intent Lodge-house. 
The members of the various lodges mustered in very great force, and arrived 
at the new lodge-house about six o'clock. Upwards of 100 sat down to 
dinner. Afterwards, the new lodge was formally opened in accordance with 
the usual custom. The toast of “ M.U. and Board of Directors,'* was 
proposed by the G.M. of the district, and responded to by P. Prov. G.M. 
Martin McCormick, who enlarged upon the benefits to be derived by working 
men by joining our benevolent institution. In responding to the toast 
“ Prosperity to the Kearsley District,** Prov. C.S. Jno. Una worth detailed 
some of the operations connected with the district, which, coupled with the 
fact, that it possessed a fund of £4,000, showed it to be in a most satisfactory 
■ and prosperous condition. 

Kidderminster. — On Saturday, April 16th, the members of the Loyal 
Lord Ward Lodge, held at the Boar's Head Inn, Kidderminster, presented 
( their surgeon. Dr. Freer (who was taking his leave of them) with a handsome 
gold ring, in token of their appreciation of his services during a period of 1 
many years. C.S. James Ainsworth occupied the chair. The chairman 
highly complimented Dr. Freer on his valuable services to the members of 
; the lodge, to himself individually, and more than all, to the town at large, 

' since he had been among them. He deeply regretted that he was about to 
« leave them, but wished him prosperity wherever his lot might be cast. Dr. 

] Freer, in returning thanks, expressed his sense of the honour done him by 
the lodge. He should value their gift far above its intrinsic value, as show- 
{ ing that his efforts had met with their approval. A number of officers and 
| brothers from other lodges were present. Dr. Freer*s loss will be consider- 
able, and will be very much felt, especially by the poor. 

London South.— On Tuesday, August 2nd, on the occasion of Crystal 
Palace F6te of the metropolitan districts, the members from various lodges 
in Greenwich and Woolwich assembled at the Royal Oak Lmlge-house, 

; Trafalgar Road, East Greenwich. The procession moved off, headed by the 
j conductor of the procession, supported by two military non-commissioned I 
1 officers, one serjeant of marines, and a sevjeant of the military train. They 
! marched through the town, and then moved to the foot of Blackheath hill. 

| Afterwards thev moved down Blackheath Road, Broadway, Deptford, to the 
} Brighton and South Coast Railway, where the procession terminated, and J 
; the members proceeded to the Crystal Palace, some by train, and others by | 
! conveyances engaged for the purpose. The Greenwich and Deptford 
; Chronicle says, 11 Great praise is due to the society for such a respectable I 
i body of men, united together for such a good cause, to help a fellow-creature | 
in sickness and distress.’* J 

London South. — From the very elaborate report issued by the C.S., ! 
P.G.M. Burgess, we gather the following particulars: — The district is com- * 
posed of 42 lodges, and the number of members in Dec., 1863, amounted to • 
4,718. 911 members were on the sick list during the year, and experienced I 

sickness during 6.983 weeks and 2 days. The average sickness per member ! 
good* on the books was 9 days 17 hours, and the cost amounted to 12s. 4d. 
per member. 54 members and 31 members' wives died during the year. 
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Their funeral grants amounted to £746 10s. The rate of mortality was 
1.251 per oent., or one death out of every 80 members. The total amount of 
reserved capital (including sick and funeral, management, and widow and 
orphan funds) is £49,816 9s. 10|d. 

Manchester.— The Manchester District having determined to carry out 
at once the impioved financial law, in its integrity, instructed the Prov. G.M. 
Thomas Flanagan, to report on the best methoa of procedure to attain that 
object. Mr. Plena gan has issued a very elaborate and valuable report, ac- 
companied by forms of balance sheets and returns, which are well calculated 
to ensure accuracy in the keeping of the aocounts, and render easy the 
collection of valuable statistical details. What Mr. Flanagan suggests to the 
Manchester District, is well worth the attention of the members of all others. 
He says : — “ I would strongly recommend to this meeting the urgent neces- 
sity of taking the most immediate and effectual steps for the adoption of the 
best method of keeping the lodge-books and drawing out the balance-sheets ; 
such method to be a uniform system, and, when approved of, to become 
imperative upon all the lodges. By that means we shall get our accounts in 
an intelligible form, and we shall then know how we are going on from time 
to time.*' 

Metropolitan Districts. — The annual ffcte was held on Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
at the Crystal Palace, and the characteristics of a popular holiday at Syden- 
ham were maintained in every respect, save, perhaps, the number of visitors. 
The returns at the latest time of admission snowed a total of 23,486, which, 
deducting 1,699 as the number of season ticket holders, left 21,787 to repre- 
sent the great mass of oddfellowship, which pleasantly disported itself in the 
grounds, or participated in the many delights of the building. A festival of 
the odd-fellows, whether at Sydenham or elsewhere, never was, and probably 
never will be, as. populous a gathering of merrymakers as a foresters' day. 
Whatever the cause, it is indisputable, that the Manchester Unity of Qdd- 
foUows celebrated their anniversary in a quieter, not to say a duller fashion, 
than that which is always sure to mark the assemblage of the foresters at the 
Crystal Palace. If the company was fewer in numbers than the magnificent 
weather had led people generally to anticipate, it was unquestionably more 
select. The et mages in the road in front of the Crystal Palace would have 
borne sufficient evidence to the fact, that this ffite was by no means monopolised 
by a society of the working classes. It was noticeable, besides, that the 
majority of those who actually represented the order, concerned in this fes- 
tival, were decorous to an extent Dordering on dulness. The fun and frolic 
in the grounds were rarely fast and never furious. The chief feature of the 
programme this year was a concert, previous to which the odd-fellows 
marched in procession through the grounds. The ladies and gentlemen who 
joined in the musical perform anoes. in the centre transept, were Miss Poole, 
Madame Parepa, Mr. Montem Smith, Mr. Lewis Thomas, Mr. Wells, 
Master Arlidge, Mr. Fielding, Mr. J. L. Hatton, and the Orpheus Glee 
Union .— Abridged from the Daily Telegraph. 

New South Wales.— The officers and brothers of the Loyal Time Briton 
Lodge, Deuiliquin, branch of Goulboum District, assembled at the lodge 
room, Brother John Taylor's, Royal Hotel, for the purpose of presenting 
P.G. J. W. Wilson with a handsome testimonial, subscribed for by the 
brothers. The chair was filled by George Raine, N.G., supported byv.G. 
M. P. Dowling. The testimonial consisted of a Silver Lever Watch, and 
Gold Guard, of the value of £16. The chairman expressed his great delight 
in having to discharge so agreeable a duty. He said the services P.G. 
Wilson had rendered to this lodge, and his conduct in every respect, proved 
him worthy of all the esteem and regard they could manifest towards him. 
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P. G. Wilson sincerely thanked the brethren for their highly prized present, 
which he should ever look upon with pride and gratitude. It became doubly 
valuable to him, when he reflected that the True Briton Lodge had only 
been opened seven months, and that it then numbered over 60 members. 

North Shields. — Recently, the members of the North Shields District 
with their friends, to the number of between 600 and 600, left the Tynemouth 
Station of the Blyth and Tyne Railway by special train to Morpeth. The 
great majority of the excursionists “ took off their several ways,” groups of 
ladies and gentlemen being seen here, there, and everywhere, picnicing in the 
woods. Various places of interest in the locality were inspected, including 
the Collingwood Gardens, the Wansbeck Vale, the Cottonwood Asylum, etc. 
In the afternoon a number of gentlemen engaged in various games on the 
green sward in Mr. Charlton's gardens, while dancing was kept up with 
great spirit on the same place till about seven o'clock. A local newspaper 
says : — “ The committee appointed to superintend the trip discharged their 
duties well ; but we may add that from the great decorum which prevailed 
these duties were very light. It is pleasant to mark the growing favour with 
which this deserving order is being regarded in this neighbourhood, as was 
exemplified yesterday by the presence among them of several influential 
gentlemen belonging to North Shields, with their families." 

Norwich. — The 13th anniversary of the Loyal Lacon Lodge, Lowestoft, 
was celebrated on 23rd June, when about 70 members and friends of the 
order sat down to dinner at the Suffolk Hotel, under the presidency of 
P.G.M. Samuel Daynes ; the vice-chair being occupied by E. J. Pipe, the 
N.G. of the lodge. P.G. Bly gave "The Manchester Unity and Board 
of Directors,*' coupling therewith the health of the chairman, P.G.M. Daynes, 
who was one of the ablest if not the most able man in the Unity, and had 
been honoured with the greatest number of votes at the elections of directors 
of the order for several years past. The chairman responded to the toast, 
and, in the course of a long and excellent speech, in which he defended the 
order from the attacks of its opponents, and stated that the Manchester Unity 
was at the present time in a more prosperous position than it had ever been 
before. P.G. Cann, the secretary, stated that the lodge was in a most pros- 
perous position, increasing both in numbers and funds. Upon January 1st, 
1863, it consisted of 110 members, with capital of £406 14s, 3d. The receipts 
during the year amounted to £172 9s. 8£d., and the disbursements £89 8s. 6d., 
leaving a balance of £83 Is. 3&d. At the present time they numbered 134 
members, with a reserved capital of £623 8s. 6}d., £400 of which is out on 
mortgage at five per cent., £104 Is. in savings bank, and the residue in trea- 
surer s hands. The average age of the members is 27 years and three months. 

Oldham. — On February 17, a soiree in aid of the educational fund connected 
with this district, was held in the Town Hall. Upwards of 480 persons sat 
down to tea on the occasion. After tea, the meeting was presided over by 
John Riley, Esq., the mayor. The platform was occupied by a number of 
gentlemen connected with the order, in addition to several friends who were 
evidently present with a view of showing their sympathy towards the noble 
institution in support of which the soiree had taken place. Mr. Charles 
Hardwick, P.G.M., responded at considerable length to the toast of "The Unity, 
and the Directors." He apologised for the unexpected absenoe of some of the 
members of the board, and explained that the business of the unity demanded 
their presence in Manchester, or a majority of them would have attended the 
meeting. Mr. Jno. Tetlow, in proposing "The Education Fund," said they 
had 800 or 400 widows in the Oldham District, and when they could not edu- 
cate their children, the duty devolved on the committee. The children 
numbered 60, and he might just state that the colliery accident at Bardsley 
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! had thrown several on the fund. He was happy to say that some of the best 
accountants in Oldham had received their education from the provision made 
by the Oldham District. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Partington explained that the 
fund was kept up by voluntary subscription ; no portion of it came from the 
monthly payments contributed towards the sick and funeral funds. What was 
paid for education came voluntarily from the members of the various lodges. 
Their funds were now reduced, and would have been very much more so had 
it not been for the sermon kindly preached in its aid by the Rev. D. M. 
Alexander, during the last year, and which realised the sum of £27 19s. lOJd. 
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Gath, in speaking to the toast of “ The Oldham District,” 
said, during the last year they had received from their members, contributions 
to the extent of £2,450 6s. Id . ; and had received from the board of directors, 
< from the fund provided for distressed members, £169 2s. 4d. They had paid 

I for the last year, in the shape of sick gifts, £1,383 6s. 9d. ; and for funerals, 

I £805. They had relieved 642 travellers in search of employment with beds 
, and money, at a cost of £18. (Hear, hear.) 

Oldham. — The members of the British Crown Lodge, Lees, of the Oldham 
i District* held a jubilee on the 29th of August, to celebrate their 50th anni- 
! versary. The members, with several of their friends from the various lodges 
in Hie district and the surrounding towns met. At noon they formed in pro- 
cession, and marched through the principal streets of the borough. In the 
evening a party and ball was held in the Co-operative Hall, King-street, when 
upwards of 400 partook of tea. At the meeting after the repast, Frederick Rich- 
mond, Esq. , G.M. of the order, occupied the chair. P.G.M. Woodcock responded 
for the Unity at some length. Mr. Wareing, C.S., in proposing “The British 
Crown Lodge, 1 * said he had seen it reported that a sick society could not live 
50 years, but the anniversary they were celebrating that day demonstrated a 
different fact. (Applause.) Mr. T. Hanham responded/* The British Crown 
1 Lodge had been in existence 50 years that day. It was established on the 20th 

August, 1814, with 14 members. He had been a member 36 years, but the 
oldest member— a friend and father of Oddfellowship— had belonged to the 
lodge 47 years. He recollected the founders of the lodge, how hard they worked 
to attain their object. In 1838 that society numbered 201 members, and 
was worth £142, or rather over 14s. per member. In 1849 the number of 
members was 160, with a fund amounting only to £9 15s., and it was at this 
time that they held a meeting of the most influential members to consider on 
the best means of enhancing its success. Men of strong minds came to the 
helm, who were determined not to see the lodge paralysed or die out. At the 
present time the lodge was worth £238 5s. 6d.; number of members, 97 ; worth 
per member, £2 9s. In the first 35 years they interred 14 members, and in 
the last 15 they interred 63, which made a total of 77 ; they had also interred 
during the last 16 years 46 members* wives and seven widowB, which made a 
total during the last 15 years of 116, and from the commencement a total of 
180. They had received in contributions since the lodge opened £5,236 15a. 
6d., and expended in sick and funerals £4,998 10s., which left a balance of 
£288. 5s. 6d. Looking at the incalculable benefit the spending of that money 
had conferred on suffering humanity, he felt proud of being an Odd-fellow. 
(Applause.) 

Pottery and New castle District.— On Monday, July 18th, the members 
of the Oak Lodge of Odd-fellows, Harriseahead, celebrated their anniversary. 
Headed by the Rode band, they paraded the village and neighbourhood, and 
then proceeded to the Wesleyan Chapel, where a very appropriate sermen 
was preached. After which, about 50 members and friends partook of 
dinner at the Royal Oak, Harriseahead. Afterwards, Prov.C.S. Peter 
Bowers, who occupied the chair, related to the members the rise, progress, 
and present position of the Manchester Unity. 
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Reading. — In July last, the member* of the order enjoyed another charac- 
teristic fiU, notwithstanding the rather unfavorable state of the weather. 
After a grand procession, the parties proceeded by railway to Bulmershe 
Court Park, which had been kindly lent for the occasion. About 4,000 
persons were present. The usual entertainments on such occasions were 
provided, and in addition were several boat races, which created considerable 
excitement. A local newspaper says : — “ It is gratifying to find that the 
enterprise has not been unrewarded, inasmuch as a great pleasure was 
afforded to some hundreds and thousands of persons, and it also added to 
the funds of a society which is doing an amount of good which it would 
almost be impossible to exaggerate." 

Rotherham. — The members of the Covenant Lodge held their anniversary 
on Monday, August 16th. A friendly game of cricket was played between 
twelve of the Covenanters and twelve members of the Foundation of Friend- 
ship Lodge, on the Clifton cricket ground, Rotherham, which resulted in 
favour of the former, with six wickets to fall. The members and friends 
then adjourned to the Red Lion Inn, Bridgegate, and partook of an excellent 
dinner. After the cloth had been drawn, Mr. Geo. Stather, G.M. of the 
district, was called to the chair, P.G. Croakes acting as vice. The secretary 
(Mr. Purnell) in replying to the toast of the evening, “ Success to the Cove- 
nant Lodge/* stated, that the lodge numbers 134 financial members, and was 
in a flourishing condition. He said, although considerable sickness had been 
experienced during the past year, there was a clear gain of £46. About 60 
sat down to dinner, the district officers being specially invited. After dinner 
the company was considerably augmented by the presenoe of members of 
various lodges in the district. 

Southampton.— On Tuesday evening, June 28th, the old members of the 
Loyal Victoria and Albert Lodge, Fareham, met at their lodge-room. King's 
Arms Tavern, West Street, for the purpose of presenting to their late 
honorary secretary, P.G. Parkes, a testimonial in recognition of past services 
rendered by him to the lodge for many years. It consisted of a beautiful 
Past Grand’s sash, apron, and collar. The presentation was entrusted to 
P.G. James Tayler, who spoke in highly eulogistic terms of the services of 
P.G. Parkes. P.G. Parkes expressed thanks in a very suitable manner. 

Southampton. — The brethren of the Earl'of Harewood Lodge celebrated 
their twenty-first anniversary on Tuesday evening, Aug. 9th, when about 
; sixty sat down to an excellent dinner at the Bedford Arms Hotel. Mr. 8. 

! P. Green way, D.P.G.M., presided, supported by Dr. Griffin. Mr. Walton, 
j the Grand Master of the lodge, who filled the vice-chair, announced that 
| the Rev. Dr. Carey was unavoidably absent, but he had expressed his 
I intention of becoming an honorary member, and of subscribing £1 annually 
j to the widow and orphan fund. The chairman proposed “ The Manchester 
; Unity and Board of Directors," and M The Southampton District, and 
j Widow and Orphan Fund,” and said, with regard to the board of directors, 

I they had done their duty very well, but he considered that they ought to 
| have a change in the mode of election, so that some new blood mignt be 
. infused into it. There was every reason to believe that the widow and 
< orphan fund would be successful ; they were now in a very good position, 
and had about £3000 in hand. Mr. Henning, in responding, said the Order 
was open to a great deal of amendment, but no doubt the thought and the 
intelligence of it members would, in the course of time, make it what it 
ought to be, and cause them to feel proud that they had had something to do 
with the working of such a great society. (Cheers.) The chairman intro- 
• duced the principal business of the evening, the presentation of a beautiful 
breakfast service to P.G. Nives, in a highly complimentary and telling 
speech. He said, P.G. Nives had well earned the testimonial, for he had 
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been a trustee of the district for eight years. He took it at a time when it 
was in danger through the mismangement and defalcations of the late 
corresponding secretary. It therefore required great diligence, seal, and 
perseverance, and P.G. Hives carried out the duties without any expense, 
and to the entire satisfaction of the Southampton District, and to every 
member in the lodges belonging to it. The testimonial bore the following 
inscription : — “ Presented by the officers and brethren of the Southampton 
District of the Independent Order of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, to P.G. 

F. W. Hives, of the Bari of Harewood Lodge, for his meritorious services as 
trustee of the W. and O. Fund. Southampton, August 9th, 1864/’ Mr. 
Hives responded in appropriate terms. Mr. W. J. Dean, the secretary, said 
during the time he had been in office, the lodge had gone on progressing. 
The worth of it in June, was £1838 lls. lid. ; at the corresponding period 
of the previous year it was £1767 7s. Id. ; thus showing an increase of 
£71 48. lOd. During the past year, they had paid £36 9s. to widows and 
orphans, and £142 19s. 9a. in sickness, making a total of £192 18s. 3d. 
The reoeipts had been £245 8s. 6d. The number of members was 189. 
The value per member was £13 6s. 6£d., and he considered they were in a 
highly prosperous and satisfactory state. (Cheers.) 

Spalding.— July 7th, the members of the Loyal Perseverance Lodge 
assembled at their lodge room, Black Bull Inn, for the purpose of presenting 
to P.G. William Turner, a testimonial of their regard and appreciation of 
his services to the lodge, of which he has been a most zealous and active * 
member for many years. He has filled the different offices of both lodge 
and district, with credit to himself and satisfaction to all whom he had 
occasion to transact business with. The testimonial consisted of a handsome 
French marble time-piece, the following inscription being engraved on a 1 
silver plate : — ** Presented by the Officers and Members of the Loyal Per- 
severance Lodge, Ho. 1514, I.O.O.F.M.U., to P.G. Turner, for 20 years i 
faithful services to the lodge, 1864. M The time-piece was presented by 

Henry Watkinson, Esq., in a very impressive address, and Bro. Turner 
responded in a speech, which called forth frequent bursts of applause. 

Stratpoed-on-Avon. — The twenty-fourth anniversary of the Shakspere 
Lodge, Birmingham District, was held at the Seven Stars, Stratford, on 
Thursday the twenty-fifth August. W. Greener, Esq., (honorary member) 
occupied the chair, faced by P.G. Henry Cranmer. The chairman gave the , 
health of the Grand Master, and Board of Directors of the M.U., and in | 
very eulogistic terms complimented that body of men upon the administrative 
.efficiency they had attained. In the course of the afternoon, the chairman 
passed a very high compliment upon the treasurer, P.G. John Morgan, and 
alluded, in very feeling terms, to a domestic bereavement, which was the 
cause of his not being present. He was sure, from the respect he was held 
in, that he would receive the sympathy and condolence of every one who 
knew him. The health of the chairman was given by R. Gibbs. Esq., in u 
very complimentary speech, which was very suitably acknowledged. The 1 
vice-chairman, in acknowledgment for the enthusiastic manner in which his 
health had been given, as one of the auditors of this lodge, spoke of the im- , 
portance of a society of this kind being well officered, the rules strictly but 
judiciously enforced, and the inculcation of principles of due economy, so 
that the funds may always be available for every legitimate claim. The 
secretary, in giving a statement of the accounts, said that he could speak 
more confidently this year of their position, as, within the last few months, 
a valuation had been made by an actuary of the order ; and his report showed 
their assets to exceed the liabilities by nearly £500 ; three-fourths of which • 
he recommended the lodge to appropriate in some way for the greater benefit | 
of the members, and the remaining one-fourth to be kept as a reserve fund 
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for future contingencies — the Grand Master and Board of Directors having 
sanctioned such appropriation. The amount of funds last year was, £1,371 
7s. 9d. ; at the present time £1,448 16s. 6Jd.; £77 8s. 9Jd. being saved 
during the year. Almost the whole of the funds were invested in very good 
securities, and were realising a very good rate of interest. 

West Derby.— On the 18th July, the members of the Benevolent Lodge j 
celebrated their anniversary. After marching in procession and attending l 
the parish church, where an appropriate sermon was preached by Bro. the 
Rev. J. F. Bedhead, the members dined at the Lamb Inn. E. Swinden, ; 
Esq., surgeon to the lodge, occupied the chair. Mr. Sykes, C.S. of Birken- , 
head, responded to “ The Unity and Board of Directors," and expressed his j 
pleasure that the good work of financial reform had been so gloriously con sum- | 
mated at Birkenhead. From the annual report, it appears that the lodge 
numbers 419 members; and the reserved fund amounts to £3,864 5s. 3d., | 

which shows a gain of £275 14s. 7£d. during the year. On the same day, the j 
members of the Good Intent Lodge celebrated their anniversary at the ' 
Coffee House Inn. After dinner, P.G.M. Charles Hardwick occupied the i 
chair. During the afternoon, the chairman entered into a lengthy exposition 
of the new financial law, and warmly advocated the principles on which it 
was founded. 

Whitehaven. — The anniversary of the Earl of Egremont Lodge was cele- 
brated on Monday, August 1. The members, to the number of about 180, 
with about 100 members of the juvenile branch of the society in the 
Egremont District, assembled at the Blue Bell Inn, and they formed a pro- 
cession, which proceeded first to Park House, the residence of Captain 
Stirling, and afterwards to Ehen Hall, the residence of Jno. Lindow, Esq., 
to “ the Flosh,” the residence of Thomas Ainsworth, Esq., and to Gillfoot, the 
residence of Thomas Hartley, Esq., the grounds of the whole of which were 
inspected, by the kind permission of the respective proprietors. The pro- 
cession afterwards arrived at Egremont church, where an impressive and 
appropriate sermon was preached by the Kev. W. H. Leech. After dinner, 
a meeting was held in the Odd-fellows* Hall. The chair was taken by T. W. 
Chapman, Esq., and the vice-chair by Mr. Lewis. Mr. Carlyle, of White- 
haven, responded to the toast of the district, and eloquently expatiated on 
the principles of oddfellowship. Mr. Gaythwaite responded to the toast of 
the “ Egremont Lodge.** He stated the balance in hand amounted to 
£253 2s. 5d. ; they had 250 members good on the books, being an increase 
of 45, since the 2na January, 1862. 

Wigton. — Recently, the members of the Heart of Oak Lodge celebrated 
their anniversary In the new Odd-fellows* Hall. The chair was occupied by 
Mr. Stamper, solicitor, and the vice-chair by the Kev. J. Halifax. The latter 
gentleman, in proposing “ The Manchester Unity,*’ observed that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had been down on such societies as this. He had been 
down upon them because some societies had been rather badly managed, and 
others had not been conducted so well as they might or ought to have been. 
There had been an attempt on the part of the Government to break up every 
society conducted as this one is. He thought as Englishmen they should 
never submit to any such attempt. Mr. Barnes, of Silloth, responded in a 
very excellent practical address. The chairman, in proposing “ The Heart of 
Oak Lodge," said, with regard to what had been said about the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer’s Bill, as for as he understood it, he hoped there was not the 
slightest thought of rivalry between what he intended to do, and what this 
society, at present, carried out. He was satisfied, that neither the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, nor any other man in office, could devise a better scheme 
than that now practised, in regard to the paying of the sick. This sentiment 
whs heartily endorsed by the meeting. 
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Wisbbach. — On the 26th July, the Neptune and Anchor of Hope Lodges 
celebrated their anniversaries together. Shortly before two p.m., a procession, 
headed by the mayor ( Wm. Hutchinson, Esq.) and Mr. Alderman Bays, was 
formed in the market place, and proceeded to a field on the Lynn Road. 
Cricket and other games were arranged for in the field, and the weather 
being very fine, were much enjoyed. Afterwards, about 130 of the members 
and their friends sat down to dinner in the noted Wiabeach tent. The mayor 
presided, supported by Mr. Alderman Bays, T. S. Watson, Wm. Grpom, J. 
C. M. Maynard, T. Berry, J. Gardiner, Esqrs., etc., etc. The'* 4 Manchester 
Unity ” was proposed by Mr. Alderman Bays, and responded to by the Prov. 
C. S. Mr. J. Balding. The amusements in the field, including dancing to 
the military band, were kept up till a late hour. By making a charge for 
admission to the field, a sum nearly sufficient to cover the expenses was 
raised. On the Sunday previous, the brethren attended church, when an 
excellent sermon was preached by Bro. the Rev. W. B. Hopkins, B.D., who 
was absent on the Tuesday, he having previously engaged to preach the 
sermon to the Amalgamated Friendly Societies in Cambridge on that day. 
The lodges in Wisbeach are in a very prosperous condition, and enjoy a large 
amount of patronage from the clergy and gentlemen in the neighbourhood, 
nearly fifty of whom are honorary members. * «■ *t 

Wolverhampton. — On the 11th of July, the members of the various lodges 
in the Wolverhampton District, held a grand demonstration and file in the 
Molineux grounds, kindly lent to them for the occasion by the present occu- 
pier, Mr. J. Tyrer. After a grand procession to the collegiate church, where 
an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. F. Willetts, about 600 dined 
in a spacious marquee, under the presidency of the Mayor, J. Hawksford, Esq., 
who was supported by Councillors Sidney and Le Cronier, the Rev. G. 
Donaldson, the Rev. F. Willetts, Mr. E. Hyatt, Mr. Bunch, surgeon, the Rev. 
H. Hampton, Mr. Councillor Willcock, Mr. H. Vaughan, etc. Several very 
interesting addresses were delivered, Mr. T. Collins, P. Prov. G.M., especially 
enforcing the claims of the Manchester Unity to the attention and support of 
all classes in society. Mr. Dolman, the G.M. of the district said they had in- 
creased their funds during the past year by the sum of £1,075. They had a 
member living who, as a sufferer from rheumatism, had been upon their funds 
for the last eighteen years, and had received as sick pay, no less a sum than 
£259 10s. ; and he would tell them that the society was as proud of that un- 
fortunate member as if he had never received a penny from their funds, for he 
was a practical illustration of the great object of the order, which was to help 
one another in distress. Upwards of 7,000 persons were admitted into the 
grounds during the day. The profits were divided equally between the South 
Staffordshire Hospital and the Widow and Orphan Fund of the unity. 


©Hlttarg. 


Barbadoea. — On Thursday, 26th May last, at his late residence in Mason 
Hall Street, Bridgetown, Barbadoes, aged 64 years, P.V.G. Samuel 
Nightingale, only brother of H. P. Nightingale, merchant, of the same city. 
Through his manly deportment, sincerity, and kindness of heart, with many 
other social and Christian virtues, the deceased won for himself the respect 
and esteem of all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance. The St. 
Michael’s Lodge, in which he was initiated in 1843, then just launched into 


Digitized by ^ooQle 



516 


TUB ODD -FELLOWS' MAOAEIVB. 


existence, required of its members, energy, perseverance, talents, and cha- < 
raster, to ensure success. Brother Nightingale, whilst in life, possessed { 
many of these qualities, and brought them to bear actively in the cause of . 
oddfellowship. He was unanimously appointed treasurer of the lodge on ' 
the death of the late P. Pro*. G.M. W. S. Wilkey, who held the appoint- ■ 
meat from the formation of the lodge; and which office the late Brother 
Nightingale held also until his failing health compelled his resignation. He , 
contented himself with filling repeatedly the minor offices, when health per- I 
i mitted him, and after being much pressed by members, he allowed himself 
, to be nominated as Y.G., to which office he was unanimously elected. He ( 
has left a widow, son, and daughter, to lament an irreparable, serious, and , 

' painful loss. The deceased had the satisfaction of seeing his son, Jos. H. t 
Nightingale made an Odd-fellow in the year 1851, who, exhibiting zeal for ! 
the interests of the order not inferior to that of his father, has attained the 
1 high and honourable degree of P. Pror. G.M. 

Bradipud. — On July 4th, in the 49th year of his age, P. Prov. G.M. John . 
Pickard, of the Faith, Hope, and Charity Lodge, into which he was initiated * 
March 4th, 1836. During the whole of his connecoon, he was an active and , 

’ useful member of his lodge and district. He held the office of treasurer of , 
his lodge up to the time of his death. He was Prov. D.G.M. in 1848, and 1 
G.M. in 1849, and represented the district at the A.M.C&. of Southampton 
and Blackburn. In 1854, he assisted in forming the Past Grands' lodge. He j 
was district visitor to the odd-fellow's ward in the infirmary, and most assiduous ! 
in his duties to the brethren who were patients in that institution. He was i 
’ followed to the grave by a great number of members of the order ; and at a : 

summoned meeting of his lodge since his death, his brethren unanimously j 
\ passed a vote of condolence to his widow and family, 
j Jersey. — In July last, Martin Peter Bourke, G.M. of the Csesarea Lodge. 

! He was only 28 yean of age, but his character and talents had so endeared 
1 him to his brethren, that between 80 and 90 memben attended his funeral at ! 
the St. Thomas’ French Roman Catholic chapel. After the priest had 
finished the service, P.G. Humby read the second part of the odd-fellows* 

. funeral ceremony, and each member cast upon the coffin the piece of thyme 
1 which he had worn. A Jersey paper says: — “ The late Mr. Bourke, who 1 
was a young man of many estimable qualities, had for a few years been a 
teacher of mathematics in New Street. He was initiated a member of the , 
Loyal Ccesarea Lodge on the 21st of August, 1S62." 

Worcester. — We record with regret the demise of P. Prov. G.M. James 
, Neal, of Worcester, which took place on the 14th of August, after a pro- 
tracted and very painful illness. The deceased, who was in his 51st year, 
had been a member of the Sir John Moore Lodge upwards of 20 years, and 
always took the most lively interest in the general business of the district, ' 
more especially that of the widow and orphan fund, cf which he had been ! 
president between five and six years, and it is mainly owing to his perse- 
verance and assiduous attention, that that fund is now in so flourishing a j 
I condition. The members of the district indicated their appreciation of his ; 
services, by presenting him, in November last, with a valuable watch and 
chain, and two beautiful ly-framed emblems of the order. In testimony of ( 
the great respect and esteem in which he was held, about 60 of the biethren , 
followed his remains to their final resting-place at the New Cemetery. The j 
funeral service was impressively read by the Rev. B. Smart, curate of St. , 
Nicholas' Church. It is the intention of the brethren to erect a stone to his j 
memory, the expense to be defrayed by voluntary contribution among ' 
themseives. i 
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